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 “SuperSaints” than just the run of the mill (so to 
speak) saints that you and I hope to be in our 
lives – mortal and eternal.   
 

      A more clearly Christian understanding of 
sainthood is one which sees all of God’s people 
as saints, here and now!  There is a sign posted 
in our church office with the quotation:  “The 
Church exists for the people who are not 
members of it.”  (These words are attributed to 
Archbishop William Temple of the Church of 
England, though I would attribute them to 
Jesus.)  For purposes of this article, I think I 
would change that saying to:  “The Church 
exists for the saints who are not members of it.”  
These saints are all of those who Jesus asks us 
to be directing our attention to – the poor, the 
hungry, the homeless, the imprisoned, the ill, the 
lonely .....  These saints outside the Church, all 
so often and in so many ways, show us who are 
in the Church what sainthood looks like.  And 
isn’t it interesting that so many of the “saints” 
who do get mention fell into these categories in 
the lives they either chose to live or otherwise 
simply lived out the lives they were given. 
 

     We who are in the Church gather together 
Sunday after Sunday for the benefit of those 
saints outside the Church, who are in desperate 
need of what we claim to have.  The extent to 
which we share with them what we claim to have 
may be the best indicator of where we are on 
our journeys to sainthood.   
 

     As Jesus also says so often, “Those who 
have ears, let them hear!”  Surely, saints have 
ears, don’t we? 
 
God’s Blessings, 
 

���������	�

     “For All The Saints,’ the first lines of a 
hymn we traditionally sing on All Saints Day, 
refers with these words to the departed – to 
those “who from their labors rest.”  Yet, we are 
in danger of missing the depth and breadth of 
the biblical meaning of the word “saint” if we 
allow our understanding of sainthood to apply 
only to the departed.  In his letters, Paul for 
example, addresses all of the recipients of his 
letters – active, alive believers in the various 
churches – as saints.  And saints they are, just 
as saints we are – we who believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and in our One True God, Jesus 
being One Person of our Trinitarian God.   
 

     Perhaps the scriptural passages that best 
speak to the depth and breath of sainthood 
most properly are those many passages 
wherein Jesus ends a story with “for the first 
shall be last and the last first.”  Our liturgical 
calendar, in its celebration of “Saints’ Days” is 
also misleading if we accept these named 
saints as all inclusive.  I suspect that in fact, 
there are untold numbers of saints whose 
names we don’t remember at all, whose 
names in fact we’ve never heard of.   
 

     We are probably all familiar with the 
“canonization” process used in the Roman 
Catholic tradition where the road to being 
officially declared a saint by the Church is a 
long and drawn out one.  Mother Teresa for 
example, who died in recent years, is only in 
the investigative process at present – despite 
that many see her as on a fast track!  And this 
process itself, as well as the far less 
formalized process within Anglicanism, further 
distracts us from the biblical understanding of 
sainthood – leading us to see those who are 
given the ‘title’ of saint as obviously, more  
 

 

“For All The Saints” 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fabric Color: White Silk Brocade.  White stands for purity, 
joy, and the bright light of truth; used on any feast relating to 
Christ, Christmas, Easter, Epiphany (day), Ascension, Trinity 
Sunday, Transfiguration, and confirmations, ordinations, 
weddings, and funerals. The brocade pattern is the Agnus Dei 
which is a beautiful symbol of our Lord. (explained later).  The 
wide banding is called the orphrey banding and is consistently 
gold and white.  It is found on the burse, veil, and chasuble.  
The lining of each piece is white satin; the fringe is 
consistently gold. 
 
Superfrontal:  Piece which covers the Altar.  On the drop is the 
traditional “Alleluia” flanked on each end with the traditional 
Greek cross (all arms the same length) with fleur-de-lis at the 
ends of the arms.  All symbols and embroidered pieces are 
couched (applied) with gold threads on each piece. 
 
Lectern; The piece which covers the Lectern reading stand 
from which the readings come.  It has a sacred monogram that 
consists of the first three letter of the Greek word for “Jesus.”  
The Greek cross is supporting the monogram. 
 
Stole:  The long piece worn around the neck of the priest.  The 
symbol used at the ends of the stole is the Latin cross (center 

New Altar Vestments 

�

Bishop John and Marie Howard are on a sabbatical through the end of the year.  This sabbatical will take 
them on a tour that starts in Palestine with visits to Jerusalem, Galilee, Nazareth and Bethlehem.  From 
Jerusalem they will travel to Jordan to Cairo and spend a few days on the Nile River.  You may follow their 
path by going to www.diocesefl.org and read “Where in the world are Bishop John and Marie?” 

 

arm is longer) Fleurie.  It has three petals like a 
flower on each arm and in the center. 
 
Burse and Veil:  The silk veil with the orphrey 
band covers the chalice for communion, and the 
matching burse on top holds the extra small 
linens if needed during communion. 
 
Chasuble:  the vestment with orphrey bands on 
the front and back is worn by the priest 
(celebrant) at Holy Communion.  It is oval with 
no sleeves and with an opening for the head near 
the center.  It is representative of the royal robe 
the Roman soldiers put on Jesus before his 
crucifixion.  The orphrey bands on the back 
form a cross and in its center is the Agnus Dei 
symbol, the Lamb of God.  It is a most beautiful 
and authentic symbol of Christ.  The Lamb has 
the tri-radiated nimbus (halo) and carries the 
waving, triumphal banner.  It is couched to a 
vesica, a fabric background that frames and 
enlarges embroidered symbols. 
 

The Altar Guild 
 

 

 

����

��������	
���

��������	
���

��������	
���

��������	
���

� ���
����

The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard  
Bishop of Florida  

 



 

 CONTINUED:    
 
  Do you know what they mean?    
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On October 22, 2009, the 119th 
Annual Meeting of the ECW, 
Diocese of Florida, was held at 
Camp Weed and The Cerveny 
Conference Center.  Praise and 
worship was led by Sue Carmichael 
in Mandy’s Chapel.  The Right 
Reverend Frank Cerveny, Retired 
Bishop of the Diocese of Florida 
served as Celebrant.   

Bishop Cerveny spoke about a 
newspaper article he had kept for 
many years.  It was written in the 
early 1970’s about three people 
buried in a potter’s field.   

 

The first one’s only crime was that he 
had been an alcoholic.  When he died, 
they could find no family or friends.  So 
he was buried alone. 

The second person was a female who 
had been a prostitute.  She decided she 
was going to make something of her life 
and enrolled in Florida College.  
However, was pregnant and the baby 
she was carrying burst in her fallopian 
tube.  She bled to death because there 
was no one who cared for her.   

The third person was actually a criminal.  
He had been arrested numerous times 
for theft and burglary.  But, he also had 
no family.   

All three of these were homeless, 
forgotten people and were buried in a 
potter’s field. 

However, some 30 years later, they 
were now being remembered.  What 
might have happened to these lives if 
there had been a St. Mary’s for them?  
There’s no telling what they might have 
become if there had been a Sue 
Carmichael for them. 

�

Bishop Cerveny told everyone about 
Sue being our Honored Woman at 
National Convention and Linda 
Baker presented her with a plaque. 

Bishop Cerveny expressed concern 
over the decrease in the budget to 
St. Mary’s.  He asked all churches 
and those in attendance to 
remember them in their prayers and 
also in their donations.  The offering 
collected today was given to St. 
Mary’s. 

The Spring Retreat is scheduled for 
March 19-21, 2009. 
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 CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS AND THE CHURCH YEAR  
 

At the end of the month, November 29, we 
begin the first of the Christian year with the 
season of Advent.  The four weeks of Advent 
(“coming”) are devoted to the preparation for 
the Feast of the Nativity (Christmas) - and the 
preparation for His second coming to judge the 
world. 

The Church symbolically uses different colors in its 
worship.  Violet will be used in the Church during 
Advent because it is a color symbolic of penitence 
and expectation.  Also there will be no flowers on 
the altar during the four Sundays in Advent, which 
is considered a solemn season. 

 

 



 

 

 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Do the demands of marriage, 
motherhood, finance and career 
seem never ending?  Discover how 
the Holy Spirit can set you free and 
release joy within you. 

I’m Trying to Sit at His Feet but 
Who’s Going to Cook Dinner?  - a 
humorous look at becoming a 
woman of God. 

One of the most exciting revelations 
we can have as Christians is the 
understanding that God has a 
specific plan for our lives.  If you 
have ever wondered when the road 
to your final purpose will end, then 
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DOK Corporate Communion will be observed on November 1st.  All ladies are 
requested to wear blue and white and will be taking communion as a group.  All 
Daughters are invited to join us on this Sunday. 
 
The Mary Magdalene Chapter of Daughters of the King regularly meet every third 
Monday night at 6:00 for Eucharist.  Every lady is invited to attend.   
 
 

  

 

this book will encourage you to 
await, with patience and joy, its 
coming.  All in God’s Time - What 
to do when you’re waiting for God 
to tell you what to do! 

In Stories for the Heart, a 
collection of over one-hundred 
short stories to encourage your 
soul, you will find stories grouped 
by familiar subjects.  
Compassion, Encouragement, 
Virtues, Motivation, Love, Family, 
Life, and Faith - by such authors 
as Billy Graham, Max Lucado, 
Paul Harvey, and many others. 

 

 
Every day is 

 

Thanksgiving 
 

Day 
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Each week St. Mark’s family continues to fill the basket for the Food Pantry.  Thank you for all your 
support.  If you can volunteer time working the Food Pantry, please call Applean Brown at 904-964-7955. 
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EXPRESSIONS OF THANKSGIVING FOR YOU 

 



 
 

Why the MDG’s are Our Responsibility 
 
    From October 19-21, Linda Wilcox and I, both members of the Global Reconciliation Commission for the 
Millennium Development Goals, had the extraordinary experience of attending the Lansing Lee Conference at 
Kanuga.  The Presiding Bishop, Katharine Jefferts Schori, as the keynote speaker for this conference about 
the convergence of faith and science was both prophetic and eloquent as she shared both her background as 
a scientist and her faith and how these are more interconnected than isolated.  In fact, two themes emerged for 
me over these few days.  As we discussed some very scientific versions of Cosmo genesis and differing 
creation stories, the theme of new creation emerging from an ordered freedom out of chaos became apparent 
and was indeed pointed out by our Presiding Bishop.  She indicated that our limited views often result in 
paradox and that God is always larger than we can view.  We therefore trust in a larger perspective in which 
two contradictory things might harmonize.  God’s creativity is the source of variation.  Free will is God’s 
expression of creativity and God’s gift to all creation.  It is both chaotic and free within ordered limits. 
     The second theme I heard first in her keynote address and later throughout the conference is our 
interconnectedness to all of creation and to each other globally.  It is in this global interconnection that the 
intersection of faith and science speak prophetically to the Millennium Development Goals. Salvation is about 
healing the whole world-- the cosmos.  It is about the restoration of relationships in this life, it is about justice 
and peace and it is about feeding the hungry and loving our enemies.  It is our challenge to be partners in the 
mystery of creation and living in a larger perspective.  “If I misuse my parcel of air in North Carolina, it has an 
effect on some in the Sudan.”  This is the interconnectedness that we must embrace and which has global and 
ecological implications for justice and peace. 
     The third thing I came away with was an excellent book by our Presiding Bishop, Gospel in the Global 
Village, Seeking God’s Dream of Shalom.  If you read no other publication about the MDG’s, you might 
consider this book.  From the Chapter, The City of God: “Your leadership and its effectiveness will depend on 
your ability to see connections in unlikely places between people or ideas that haven’t yet met, in the 
interconnected web that sustains all life on this planet and beyond, and in the reality that John Donne 
expressed in his poem:   “No man is  an island, entire of himself-every man is a piece of the continent, a part of 
the main-…any man’s death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind and therefore never send to  
know for whom the bell tolls-it tolls for thee! 
     Every single one of us is diminished by the failure of our neighbors to thrive—and so is our ability to live a 
full and abundant life. That is true whether the neighbor is a member our immediate family or a woman with 
filariasis (an infectious disease caused by parasitic worms), a fish-slave in Ghana, or a child sold into sex-
slavery in Cambodia. Their suffering limits flourishing—yours and mine, and that of all humanity.  A deeply 
grounded sense of compassion, coupled with a grand and global vision, can change this world.  My tradition 
calls that vision the reign of God.” 
     What I have come to believe is a “God incidence” driving home this theme of interconnectedness was 
seeing again a woman who was in seminary with my husband several years ago and who is now is a priest in 
South Dakota living on a reservation ministering to the Lakota Indians.  Rev. Marion Rectenwald shared with 
me a vision of poverty not unlike poverty in a developing country, only this is domestic poverty next door to us.  
She also shared some beautiful artwork of pastels she has done of the Lakota and I hope to create from these 
greeting cards to sell in support of her ministry on this reservation so be on the lookout for another useful way 
to do outreach and be a neighbor both here and abroad.  The GRC still sells our own greeting cards to support 
the MDG’s and now has available beautiful Christmas cards for sale.  (Email Marianne O’Neill at 
iluvecw@comcast.net for further information)  I take this opportunity with United Thank Offering Sunday to 
offer green thanks for our Presiding Bishop, this conference I was blessed to attend and for you, my church 
family both within my parish, my diocese and globally. 
 
     Marianne O’Neill 
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OFFICE  1 8 15 22 25 

Chalice  Bearer Marianne O’Neill Mike Goldwire Elzie Sanders Jean Isaac Marianne O’Neill 

Lector 1 

Lector 2 

Judy Perkin 

Marianne O’Neill 

Barbara Noegel  

Mike Goldwire 

Paul Andrus 

Elzie Sanders 

Linda Hopkins 

Jean Isaac 

Randy Johns 

Marianne O’Neill 

 
Usher 

Arthur Winkler 

Joe Lukas 

Tommy Blackshear 

Tom Jones 

George Winkler 

Linda Hopkins 

Kenneth Grider 

John Maddox 

Millard Brown 

Judy Perkin 

 
Oblationer 

Kenneth and 

Jackie Grider 

Arthur and  

Millie Winkler 

Paul and  

Ann Andrus 

Sharon DeWitt 

Jewelle Brown 

Angie Williamson 

Brenda Farmsworth 

Acolyte David Hopkins Alan Hopkins Emily Luke Annie Luke Jacob Slayton 

Library Burney Winkler Ilse Griffis Marianne O’Neill George Winkler Burney Winkler 

 
 
 

        
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had a wonderful new teacher in Sunday school during October. Susan Worthington taught the class 
the story of Moses and his rise from a baby floating in a basket in a river to the great leader who brought 
the Jewish people out of slavery in Egypt. These Old Testament stories are full of miracles and heroes 
and really hold the students' interest. 

Everyone went to church on October 25th to help celebrate the baptisms. 

On October 25th we again 
traveled to the Chapel of the 
Incarnation in Gainesville to 
take supper to the students. As 
always, almost as soon as we 
arrive, the kids check out the 
dessert – some of them even 
sample it. 

 
 

This month four of the students 
presented a reenactment of the 
Gospel lesson, Jesus healing 
the blind beggar, Bartimaeus. It 
was very effective, and they 
received a well-deserved round 
of applause. 

Mother Nancee has started a new 
procedure this fall. Instead of 
eating before the service, we now 
attend church, and everyone 
gathers for the meal afterwards. 
It's always good to see our old 
friends and to meet students who 
are coming for the first time.  
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 BIRTHDAYS 
  

  1  Genie Dyals 
  2  Tommy Blackshear 
  3  Joseph Lukas 
  4  Sharon DeWitt 
10  Applean Brown 
14  Gage Jackson 
15  Emily Luke 
16  Burney Winkler 
19  Veazie Jones 
23  Margaret Brown 
25  Tom Jones 
25  Claire Worthington 
30  Susan Worthington 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 

 24  Ethan and Susan Grove 
 

Cursillo  
  
Anyone interested in learning 
more about Cursillo please see 
Fr. Dennis.  Cursillo is a renewal 
weekend sponsored by the 
Episcopal Church.  The next 
Cursillo is scheduled for 
February. 
 
Ultreya  is a monthly gathering 
for Eucharist and fellow-
ship after Cursillo.  One does not 
have to have attended a Cursillo 
to go to an Ultreya.  The next 
Ultreya is scheduled for St. 
Barnabas, Williston at 7 pm.  A 
covered dish supper precedes 
the Eucharist. 
 
Bilingual Services � ��
 
November 28th at 6:00 PM 
 

UPCOMING EVENT: 
 
Christmas Bazaar:  
Plans are being made for an 
organ recital, bake sale, craft 
sale, etc. to be held on 
December 5th.   If you would 
like to contribute/assist, 
please contact Judy Perkin 
Mary Agnes Goldwire or 
Marianne O’Neill.  Additional 
details will be announced 
when available. 
 
Altar Guild for November:  
 

Judy Perkin 
```````````````````````````````````````` 
Vestry Member:  
 

Elise NesSmith 
``````````````````````````````````````` 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
22 pledges have been received so 
far for a total amount of $64,408. 
 
The plate and pledge income for 
September was $7,757.  Richard 
Trust income was $3,956.  Total 
income was $11,713.  Expenses 
were $8,157.  Total deficit for the 
year is $3,931.  
 
FLOWER CHART:  
 
The 2009 Flower Chart is in the 
Narthex to sign up for altar flowers.  
The cost is $45.00. 
 
SANCTUARY CANDLE:  
 
Sign up for the sanctuary candle 
by calling Barbara.  The cost is 
$4.00. 



 

 

“Giving thanks always for all things unto God….. 
Eph. 5:20 

 
The early Pilgrims worshipped in an aura of constant danger.  Often it was necessary to carry muskets against 
the ever present possibility of attack. 
 
In their services, did they pray to God to remove this danger? Undoubtedly.   But their primary purpose was to 
thank Him for blessings already received.  That is why they established Thanksgiving Day.  They had traveled 
thousands of miles’ endured untold hardships for the right to worship Him in freedom.  They knew from their 
persecution in Europe just how precious that freedom was, and they knew it was central to all their other 
blessings.   
 
We who worship so freely and safely also know that this is the greatest of all the gifts we celebrate at 
Thanksgiving.  Our Lord often used a feast to symbolize His joy and worship, and we share our food with one 
another this day in praise of our Father and our precious right to worship Him freely. 
 
The class assignment was to write a short paper on “Things I am Thankful for”.  One fourth grade boy put first, 
“My glasses.  They keep the boys from punching me and the girls from kissing me”. 
 

Christian Clippings 
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P. O. Box 487 

212 N. Church Street 
Starke, Fl. 32091 

 
PHONE: (904) 964-6126 

FAX: (904) 964-6288 
 

E-MAIL: stmarks03@embarqmail.com  
 

www.diocesefl.org/stmarks-starke/ 
 


