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our soul, and  with  all  of  our mind” and, “To 
Love our neighbor as ourselves”.  These 
commandments call us then, into loving, 
thoughtful, giving relationship with God and 
with one another – relationship being the 
only medium through which love is both 
generously given and humbly received. 
     Tithing or pledging to the Church is only 
one element, but an important and essential 
element, of stewardship.  The more 
important elements though – the caring for 
one another and for God’s creation through 
ministry – depend to some real degree on 
the Church being sustained – hopefully and 
prayerfully to God’s glory and not our own – 
through the tithing of its members.   
     So, I come to the issue of intentional and 
prayerful giving.  As I ask each of you to be 
both intentional and prayerful in making your 
pledge to St. Mark’s for the coming year, I 
pray that you will think beyond salaries and 
building maintenance and utilities – and 
think of ministry – of giving back to God, and 
to the needs of others in the world, a 
significant gift in the form of your annual 
pledge.  It is a practical reality that we must 
meet the cost of being Church in order that 
we may do the Church’s ministry.  
     God’s blessings to each and everyone as 
we journey through our ministry of 
stewardship together and into the ministry of 
the Church, remembering that our Church is 
God’s Church.   
 
In Christ, 
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     I write my article this month as something 
of a response to Bishop Keyser’s sermon on 
stewardship, and as a follow up thereto.  I’ve 
heard from more than one parishioner that 
the Bishop’s sermon was the best they had 
ever heard on the topic.  I agree with that 
opinion, and I’m certain I cannot improve 
upon what Bishop Keyser shared with us.  
But my point of departure here is to observe 
simply that, while his sermon was on 
“stewardship,” it was also a sermon on basic 
Christianity.  Perhaps the most salient 
theological point Bishop Keyser left us with 
is that stewardship has to do with our 
relationship to God as the Creator and 
Sustainer of all that is, and audaciously (as 
perhaps only God can be so audacious) 
placed in our care on His behalf. A humbling 
observation to say the least! 
     If we pay close attention to how this 
would seem to work, God’s sustaining of His 
creation bears fruit in our caring for it on His 
behalf, to His will and purpose.  This doesn’t 
mean in any sense that God just gave it to 
us and said (so to speak) “do with it as you 
will” or, “do the best you can”.  But rather, in 
placing creation in our care, He places us in 
one another’s care.  (Consider the second 
Great Commandment.)  And, the “one 
anothers” of the world include all of humanity 
– which of course, brings us to the core of 
what being Church is in the Church’s 
ministry to the world.   
     We, as Church, exist as the Body of 
Christ to live into, to bring into reality, both of 
the Great Commandments – “To love the 
Lord our God with all of our heart,  with all of  

 

“Our Church is God’s Church” 
 

 

 



 

 

 
            
 
 
 
            
 
 
 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

ADVENT WREATH 

Perhaps the most characteristic ornament of the church during this 
Advent season is the Advent Wreath.  This seasonal decoration usually 
consists of a circular evergreen wreath supported by a stand with four 
candles vertically inserted at even intervals.  There are various customs and 
interpretations concerning the color of the four candles, usually four purple, or 
three purple and one rose. 

 The primary value of the Advent Wreath is to give visible expression to 
our sense of time (marked by the successive lighting of the four candles on 
the four Sundays of Advent), and the continuity of God’s ever-present time 
(symbolized by the circle of evergreens). 

 Often in the center of the wreath is a white candle called the Christ’s 
candle, lighted at the end of Advent and at the coming of Christ, usually at 
our Christmas Eve service. 

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS AND THE CHURCH YEAR 

�

First, he defined the word steward as one who cares for another’s property.  We are stewards of the life which 
has been given to us by God. Stewardship is defined as the Christian theological way of living.  And when we 
are baptized by the Holy Spirit, we become stewards of our time, talents and treasure. 

The Bible says a tithe is one-tenth of our income and is to be released back to God.  Released back to God 
because that’s where everything comes from.  Bishop Keyser and his wife decided to live on the nine-tenths that 
was left.  They had a goal of 5 years to reach giving their tithe, but actually reached their goal in three. 

As stewards of time, we usually think of time spent in church or church related events.  But there are many other 
ways to be a good steward of your time:  volunteers of community projects, outreach programs, charities, etc. 

When it comes to talents, we all are different.  Some have the gift of ministry, some can sing in the choir, some 
can play music and some can pray for others.  Some may not yet know what their talents are.  We may have to 
listen closely to God to find out what they are.   

Bishop Keyser closed with a challenge to the Church, Vestry, Altar Guild, DOK, ECW, Committees, Choirs, and 
any other groups, to become tithing stewards. 

 

 

 

From Your Altar Guild 
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The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard  
Bishop of Florida  

Do you know what they are and what they mean? 

�

St. Mark’s was honored to have Bishop Charles Keyser 
visit with us on November 15th.  His sermon on 
Stewardship was different from the usual ones we 
hear.  He said most people cringe when stewardship is 
mentioned.  He always felt like your fingernails were 
being drawn down a chalkboard.  But his sermon was 
exactly the opposite. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 

The ECW is having an Organ Concert, 
Christmas Bazaar and Bake Sale on December 
4th.  This will be the day of Starke’s Christmas 
parade.  The Bazaar will begin at 12:00 Noon.   

The organ concert will begin immediately after 
the Tree Lighting Ceremony in Wainwright Park. 

 

 

 

There will be door prizes and free apple cider. 

Everyone is invited and welcome to come and 
celebrate with us.   

Parking will be available in the church parking 
lot.  Come early for a good spot. 

 

 

 

On November 1st, All Saints’ Day, the DOK 
members gathered together to take communion 
as a group in recognition of the Ingathering of the 
DOK Endowment Fund.  This was a very special 
day for us. In addition, new altar hangings and 
liturgical vestments were also dedicated by the 
Altar Guild in loving memory of Bebe Stanwix-
Hay and Marjorie Douville. 
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Stephanie NesSmith is a member of the G.R.I.T.S. 4-H club 
which perform Community Service Projects.  This year they 
have decided to collect and donate food to the Bradford 
County Food Pantry.  In order to earn additional Community 
Service hours, Stephanie asked her Grandmother, Virginia 
Johns, if she could volunteer with her at the Food Pantry.  
Stephanie worked the Food Pantry in October with her 
Grandmother and Mr. and Mrs. Gene Noegel. 
 

 

The Mary Magdalene Chapter of Daughters of the King meet every third 
Monday at 6:00 PM for Eucharist.  Every lady is invited to attend.   
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Max Lucado’s brand new best seller, 
Just Like Jesus tells you that God loves 
you just the way you are, but He refuses 
to leave you there.  He wants you to be 
just like Jesus.  You aren’t stuck with 
today’s personality, condemned to 
grumpy-dom; you are changeable! 

Even if you’ve worried each day of 
your life, you needn’t worry the rest of 
your life.  So what if you were born with a 
sour outlook, you don’t have to die with 
one! 

God will change you.  And He will 
change you to be just like Jesus!  Max 
Lucado helps you understand God’s 
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wonderful ways of transformation.  
Wouldn’t you like to know more? 

Giving THE BLESSING to your 
child.   

It was a rotten day for Norbert the 
Elephant.  Everything had gone wrong 
for him at school and he felt awful!  His 
mother uses the opportunity to show 
Norbert his great value.  Through five 
elements of biblical blessing, Norbert 
found out how special he was to others - 
especially to God - in I’d Choose You.  
What are the five elements of the 
biblical blessing? 

This Christmas give  

 a child 

 

Games & Stories & 
Comics & 

Good Christian 
Values  
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                                                                     Your LIBRARY �



 
 
 

 OFFICE  6 13 20 24 27 

Chalice  Bearer Mike Goldwire Elzie Sanders Jean Isaac Marianne O’Neill Mike Goldwire 

Lector 1 

Lector 2 

Susan Worthington 

Mike Goldwire 

Judy Perkin  

Elzie Sanders 

Linda Hopkins 

Jean Isaac 

Randy Johns 

Marianne O’Neill 

Barbara Noegel 

Mike Goldwire 

 
Usher 

Tommy Blackshear 

Arthur Winkler 

Tom Jones 

Kenneth Grider 

Judy Perkin 

Joe Lukas 

George Winkler 

Millard Brown 

John Maddox 

Linda Hopkins 

 
Oblationer 

Millard and 

Applean Brown 

Sharon DeWitt 

Jewelle Brown 

Tom and  

Veazie Jones 

Kenneth and  

Jackie Grider 

Paul and 

Ann Andrus 

Acolyte David Hopkins Jacob Slayton Annie Luke Alan Hopkins Emily Luke 

Library Ilse Griffis Marianne O’Neill George Winkler Burney Winkler Ilse Griffis 

 
 

        
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have finished the story of Moses 
and gotten into a small part of Joshua 
during this quarter. The students have 
enjoyed hearing about the plagues, the 
forty years in the wilderness, the Ten 
Commandments, and Joshua and the 
battle of Jericho. They even made 
paper ram's horns to blow. 

The following card was received from Kathy Hobbs: 

Dear Episcopalian friends, 
 

What a wonderful surprise to see my dear friend Virginia Jean Johns at my door on Sunday.  As I told her, 
flowers are one of my favorite things, so your thoughtfulness is much appreciated.  They never fail to bring a 
smile to my face and cheer to my heart. 
 

I am on the mend….slow but sure.  I still have several weeks before I can get back to work, but I’m anxious 
to get back in the mix with the 10 and under crowd! 
 

Thanks, too, for putting me on your prayer concerns list.  I totally have faith that God protected me during my 
accident and that He hears the prayers of our community.  I’m a blessed woman.   
 

Love to all, 
 

Kathy Hobbs 
 

This past Sunday we discussed 
Isaiah's foretelling of the birth of the 
Messiah and lit the first candle in 
our Advent wreath. The students 
also made paper ornaments with 
their wishes for Christmas, and 
these wishes were not for new 
bicycles or video games. They 

wished for no more war, no more 
hunger, better care of the 
environment, and no pushing (from 
Owen). 

Our Christmas program, under the 
direction of our organist, Miss 
Cindy, will be on December 20th. 
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Cursillo  
Anyone interested in learning 
more about Cursillo please see 
Fr. Dennis.  Cursillo is a 
renewal weekend sponsored by 
the Episcopal Church. The next 
Cursillo is scheduled for 
February. 
 
Ultreya  is a monthly gathering 
for Eucharist and fellow-
ship after Cursillo.  One does 
not have to have attended a 
Cursillo to go to an Ultreya.  
The next Ultreya is scheduled 
for St. Joseph’s in Newberry at 
7 pm.  A covered dish supper 
precedes the Eucharist. 
 
Altar Guild for  December:  
 
Burney Winkler 
```````````````````````````````````````` 

 
Vestry Member:  
 
George Winkler 
``````````````````````````````````````` 

 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU   
Thanks to everyone who 
contributed funds for the 
purchase of our new ice 
machine.  St. Mark’s family 
always responds when the 
need arises.   
 

Cub Scouts  

The Cub Scouts recently held 
their annual popcorn sale.  
They sold a total of $4,000.00   
and earned $1,400.00.  This 
money will be used to purchase 
awards and books for the 
scouts, pinewood derby cars 
and helps pay for the Blue and 
Gold Banquet.  Thanks to all 
who supported the Scouts by 
purchasing their popcorn. 
 
WANT THE NEWSLETTER IN 
COLOR?  
If you want to read sharper print 
and enjoy photographs in full 
color, then you want to read the 
newsletter online.  Call Linda 
Hopkins and give her your 
email address today! Your 
address will only be used for St. 
Mark’s Newsletter.  

��������� �

 

 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
22 pledges have been received 
in the amount of $64,408.00 
 
 The plate and pledge income 
for October was $10,457.  
Expenses were $9,725., which 
left $7.33.  The total deficit for 
the year is $3,198. 
 
Bilingual Services #��
 
No service in December 
 
FLOWER CHART:  
 
The 2010 Flower Chart is now 
in the Narthex.  Sign up early 
for your meaningful date(s) for 
memorials and thanksgivings!  
The cost is $45.00. 
 
SANCTUARY CANDLE:  
 
Sign up for the sanctuary 
candle by calling Barbara.  The 
cost is $4.00. 
 

 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  
 

  2  Elijio Torres 
  4  Randy Johns 
14  Derek Smock 
20  Heather Reynolds 
21  Angel Rosado 
 

NO DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

   



Do We Fill Empty Places To Avoid God? 
 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; 
if you hear my voice and open the door, 
I will come in to you and eat with you, 

and you with me.  Revelation 3:20 
 

The waiting and watching and serving we are called to demands that we become seers, 
people who discern the coming of God into our midst and in our world.  Is there a space in our life 
where the Spirit of God has a chance to speak or act or show up?  Being contemplative means 
peeling off the blindfolds that keep us from seeing his coming in us and around us, and learning to 
listen in the spaces of quiet we leave for God. 
 
I once spent time walking in New York City.  I noticed most places were filled up, with much crowded 
into every corner!   We seem to have a fear of empty spaces.  We want to fill up what is empty.  
Perhaps our fear is that an empty space means that something may happen to us that we cannot 
predict, that is new, that leads us to a place we might not want to go.  I might not want to hear what 
God has to say. 
 
O God, help us to nurture empty spaces in our lives so that we may be filled with your grace and 
peace. 

Henri Nouwen 
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P. O. Box 487 

212 N. Church Street 
Starke, Fl. 32091 

 
PHONE: (904) 964-6126 

FAX: (904) 964-6288 
 

E-MAIL: stmarks03@embarqmail.com  
 

www.diocesefl.org/stmarks-starke/ 
 


