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Though the Christian doctrine of the
Holy Trinity is one that emerged and
developed over a period of a couple of
hundred years in the early Church, there are
yet many passages in Scripture that speak of
God as making His Presence known and
accessible to us in different “forms”. In the
very first verses of Genesis we read of the
Spirit hovering over the waters of precreation.
We read of “three men” (a theophany of three
persons constituting God’s Being) appearing
to Abraham and Sarah. We read of Jacob’s
‘dream’ in which he wrestles with God. The
Gospel of John — especially if read through as
a whole — gives perhaps the fullest picture of
Father, Son and Holy Spirit as Three In One,
as Three Persons who act separately but
always in concert.

Jesus, in John 14, verses 15 & 16,
says: “If you love me you will obey my
commands; and | will ask the Father and He
will give you another to be your Advocate, who
will be with you for ever — the Spirit of Truth.”
These words bring two other passages to
mind for me. Elsewhere in John's Gospel,
Jesus utters those well known words: *“l am
the Way, the Truth and the Life.” And in St.
Paul's 1* Letter to the Corinthians, Paul says,
“In a word, there are three things that last
forever: faith, hope, and love; but the greatest
of them all is love.” (NEB).

It has been observed that these
theological Terms come in threes: “the Way,
the Truth, and the Life,” and “Faith, Hope, and
Love,” may be much more than simple coinci-
dence and may in fact give us a mysterious

“Our Wonderfully Diverse God

glimpse into God’s very being — into who God is
and how God acts in creation and toward us.
Consider both the parallels and the overlaps in
these terms when thought of as corresponding
to the existence and actions of Father, Son and
Holy Spirit — of Creator, Redeemer and
Sanctifier/Reconciler.

Early Greek theologians employed a
most unique word for their understanding of how
our Trinitarian God works. That word is
“perichoresis”. What the word means essentially
is a dance that is perfectly orchestrated and
perfectly performed. When applied to Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, these theologians saw them
(metaphorically of course) involved in a
perpetual dance of creation, redemption, and
reconciliation together, with Each in perfect
unison with the Other, and Each perfectly
anticipating and in coordination with, the actions
of Each Other.

There is and always wil be a
mysteriousness to God's Being which will be
beyond our grasp. How, after all, can finite
beings even begin to ‘comprehend’ Infinity?
How can we humans, flawed in so many, many
ways, even begin to ‘comprehend’ Perfection?
How can we sinners even begin to ‘comprehend’
absolute “Goodness”? And yet, even as we ask
such questions we do at least begin to
comprehend, don't we?

Such is the wonderfully mysterious
Presence of God revealed to us.



The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard
Bishop of Florida

THE DIOCESAN JUNE A.D. 2009

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

I don’'t know about you, but it seems to me that we only got a passing glance from spring before
landing smack in the middle of summer. All of a sudden, graduation season is over and it's time to
think about beach reading, camp, and family vacations. We're already in the midst of our usual
summer weather patterns of ninety-five degree days and lots of rain storms in the late afternoon!

One place that | pray will not be stormy this summer is the 76th General Convention of the Episcopal Church, which will
take place July 8-17 in Anaheim, CA. For interesting background on this triennial event, | suggest you see the excellent
piece by Gregory Straub, Executive Officer and Secretary of the convention, on page eight or at
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/gc2009 97524 ENG_HTM.htm.

While a number of controversial topics will be discussed at General Convention, | remain cautiously optimistic that what
ultimately results will not change the direction of our mission and ministry in the Diocese of Florida. | know that human
sexuality and proposals regarding the blessing of same-sex unions will be debated. | am opposed to these proposals
and | do not expect them to be approved. Some very positive things will also be considered, including intercommunion
with the Moravian Church, a small church with roots in Germany and many members in Pennsylvania and North
Carolina. You may remember that it was as he attended a prayer meeting with Moravians that our own Anglican John
Wesley said that he “felt his heart strangely warmed.” | will welcome intercommunion with the Moravians. During
General Convention, there will be regular reports from me and from the rest of your deputation on our web site. | have
scheduled a clergy conference immediately following General Convention, and you will be hearing detailed reports on
General Convention from your clergy at that time.

Altar 7Guild

P St. James (July 26): The scallop
St. Mary Magdalene (July 22): This m m shell is the symbol of pilgrimage
Mary was the sinning and repentant -~ and stands for this apostle’s
woman forgiven through the love of zeal and missionary spirit. He
Jesus.  Appropriately, she is the was the brother of John.

patroness of penitent women. Died

68 AD. (St. Mark's chapter of the  The liturgical color of the birthday feasts of the apostles
Daughters of the King is named for and martyrs is RED.

her.
The color for the saints who were not martyrs is WHITE.

STAINED GLASS ORNAMENTS

Stained glass ornaments that were made from the recently replaced stained glass windows at St. Mark’s will go
on sale in Carlisle Hall immediately after church on September 13, 2009 and October 11, 2009. Each ornament
will have a card attached explaining the history of the glass. These lovely ornaments were made by local
Artisan, Nancy Roberts of Starke
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The DOK Spring Assembly was held at St. John’s Cathedral in Jacksonville. The officers elected for the
coming year were President Sue Towson, First Vice President Margaret Kidd, Second Vice President
Mimi Crosby, Treasurer Carol Henry and Secretary Kay Scranton (pictured above left). Among those
attending from St. Marks were Faye Noegel, Barbara Noegel, Marianne O’Neill and Linda Hopkins.

The Food Pantry continues to need donations. Please remember to bring items with you on Sunday or
drop them off at the Church office. Without donations, this much needed ministry could not survive. If you
can help out, please call Applean Brown at 904-964-7955.

KAIROS

There will be a Kairos meeting in the Parish Hall on July 18"™. For more information please contact
Mike Goldwire at 904-964-5697.



Enter the world of Mitford and you won't
want to leave! Author Jan Karon set out
to give readers “a little town they can
call their own” and she certainly
succeeded. The small town is alive with
characters that soon begin to feel like
old friends. In Mitford, the air is pure,
the village is charming and the people
are generally lovable.

Karon focuses her attention on Father
Tim, the friendly and caring bachelor
rector of the Lord’s Chapel. He loves
the people of his mountain town dearly,
but is beginning to feel overwhelmed by
his pastorate. With the help of a few

The Parish Picnic was held at Camp Blanding on June 21% and all who attended had a wonderful time. The
food was great and the weather was quite comfortable as there was a nice breeze coming across the water.

key people, Father Tim begins to
understand the true significance of
Philippians 4:13 - “I can do everything
through Him who gives me strength”.

Readers will not be able to read just
one of the series - that's a promise!

Readers will laugh outloud - that's a
promise!

Readers will wish for Jan Karon to
write more books in the World of
Mitford series - that's a promise.

SEE MIKE GOLDWIRE, OUR
SENIOR. WARDEN, FOR A
RECOMMENDATION.
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Chalice Bearer Mike Goldwire Marianne O’Neill Elzie Sanders Jean Isaac
Lector 1 Barbara Noegel Susan Worthington Paul Andrus Linda Hopkins
Lector 2 Mike Goldwire Marianne O’Neill Elzie Sanders Jean Isaac

George Winkler lIse Griffis Judy Perkin Millard Brown
Usher Joe Lukas John Maddox Kenneth Grider Tom Jones

Paul and Sharon DeWitt Tom and Brenda Farnsworth
Oblationer . e

Ann Andrus Jewelle Brown Veazie Jones llse Griffis
Acolyte Alan Hopkins Jacob Slayton David Hopkins Alan Hopkins
Library Marianne O’Neill George Winkler Burney Winkler lise Griffis

Trey Winkler accepted a scholarship
to play baseball at Ave Maria
University. His father, Eddie, is
pictured to his right, while his mother,
Monday, and former Bradford head
coach Lamar Waters are to his left.
Trey is the grandson of Arthur and
Millie Winkler.

Winkler is an experienced catcher.
Waters said Winkler's times on
throws from home plate to second
base are comparable to Division |
catchers. However, Winkler said he
expects to play all over the field at
Ave Maria, which is something he
looks forward to.” | like doing that
better than just playing one
position,” he said. No matter where
Winkler plays on the field, one of the
things he takes the greatest pride in
is hitting, especially the long ball.
Waters said Winkler's ability at the
plate made him the one player
opposing teams focused on. "When
he gets hold of a ball it goes a long
way," Waters said.

"He had a couple of home runs this
year that probably made it between
450 and 500 feet." Winkler now has
the chance to take the ball out of the
park as a college player; something
he admitted will probably make him
nervous at first. However, he expects
it won't take long for those nerves to
go away once he steps on the field for
the first time and gets caught up in the
game. "lt's the same game I've been
playing since | was little," Winkler said.
"Hopefully, it won't be too much
different.” That first game will be
exciting, Winkler said, because it will
be the first-ever Ave Maria baseball
game. Ave Maria is located near
Naples, Florida.



JULY BIRTHDAYS

2 Katie Arn

4 Homer Bates

5 Sandi Ballinger
11 Carissa Coleman
15 Brandi Noegel
17 Carolyn Raham
18 Arthur Winkler
19 George Winkler
21 Mike Goldwire
26 Hanna Johns
31 Millie Winkler

Cursillo

Anyone interested in learning
more about Cursillo please see
Fr. Dennis. Cursillo is a renewal
weekend sponsored by the
Episcopal Church.

Ultreya is a monthly gathering
for Eucharist and fellow-
ship after Cursillo. One does not
have to have attended a Cursillo
to go to an Ultreya. There will be
no Ultreya for July.

Camp Weed
Alan Hopkins has been chosen

to attend a Counselor in Training
Session at Camp Weed. There
were 52 applications and only 17
were chosen. Way to Go Alan!!

JULY ANNIVERSARIES

2 Jean and Bessie Isaac

4 David and Wendy Reynolds
14 Paul and Susan Worthington
14 Michael and Beverly Page
23 Delos and Jan Fry
25 George and Burney Winkler
26 Millard and Applean Brown

Altar Guild for March:

Judy Perkin
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Vestry Member:

Bill Hopkins
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FLOWER CHART:

The 2009 Flower Chart is now in
the Narthex to sign up for altar
flowers for the coming year. The
cost is $45.00.

SANCTUARY CANDLE:

Sign up for the sanctuary candle
by calling Barbara. The cost is
$4.00.

TREASURER'S REPORT

22 pledges have been received
so far for a total amount of
$64,408.00

The pledge and plate income
for May was $8,798. This
amount exceeded expenses by
$570.00. However, there is
still a deficit for the year of
$3,387.

Bilingual Services

July 25™ at 6:00 PM




Out of the Mouths of Babes

A father wanted to read a magazine but was being bothered by his little girl. She wanted to
know what the United States looked like. Finally, he tore a sheet out of his new magazine
on which was printed the map of the country. Tearing it into small pieces, he gave it to his
daughter and said, “Go into the other room and see if you can put this together. This will
show you our whole country today.

After a few minutes, his daughter returned and handed him the map correctly fitted together.
The father was surprised and asked how she had finished so quickly. “Oh,” she said, “on
the other side of the paper is a picture of Jesus. When | got all of Jesus back where He
belonged, then our country just came together.”

P. O. Box 487
212 N. Church Street
Starke, Fl. 32091

PHONE: (904) 964-6126
FAX: (904) 964-6288

E-MAIL: stmarksO3@embargmail.com

www.diocesefl.org/stmarks-starke/




