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Father Dennis O'Neill

On Pleasing God

In the Sunday Bulletin for the first Sunc
in August, theres a prayer by the Cisterci
Monk, Thomas Merton, with a couplet t
says, “...The fact that | think that | ¢
following your will does not mean that | :
actually doing so. But | believe that the de
to please you does in fact please you.”

For me, thes are powerfully prophel
words. How do we, or can we, ever ti
know that we actuallyare following God’s
will? When all is said and done, as we tr
follow the traditional Anglican formula fi
theological truth —Scripture, Tradition ar
Reason — obw do we ever know that we hg¢
these sources properly balanced? How d
know that our own personal biase®ur owr
opinions from our own life experienceslen't
creep in and trump that which God would h
us do in a given situation? Or, that whigbc
would have us believe with regard tc
particular doctrine or moral principle?

Powerfully prophetic words seldom g
definitively absolute answers or directi
More often rather, they tend to bring us

short in considering or reconsidering what we

find to be our comfort zones. Powerfi
prophetic words tend to pose more |
guestions than to give specifically new
definite questions. And, as we consider
recently concluded National Convention,
seem to be left with more questions t
answers given.

| want desperately, as a Priest and
person, to please God. | want desperately
Priest and as a person, to live a life th:

pleasing to God. | want desperately, as a F
and as a person, toeba part of
denominational Church whose worship
ministry is found pleasing in God's eye. /
yet | know in my heart of hearts that | fail
each of these. Except that, if my desire |
fact to please God, | mustl-am compellec
impelled — to hink that somehow God is tt
pleased, simply in my intentions to ple
Him. And this | think, is what Thomas Meri
is getting at in his prayer.

We cannot get it all right. We cannot |
rightly in God’s eye. We cannot “be perfec
God in Heavens perfect” even though this
what Scripture admonishes us to be.
cannot be perfect as individuals; we cannc
perfect as families; we cannot be perfec
churches or communities or nations. Scrif.

tells us this too. And even as we realize th

inherent contradiction between the commn

to “be perfect” and the fact that we can't be —

and that God Himself through Scripture
this contradiction before useven then, we,
we truly believe, never stop desiring to
perfect”. We never stoptriving to pleas
God.

| find God’s grace to be the critical is:
in all of this just as God'’s grace, though ne
actually mentioned, is the central theme b
acknowledged in Thomas Merton’'s pra
God truly is in the messiness of our effoats
“being the Church”.

God’s Blessings



The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard
Bishop of Florida

The Wounded Watrrior Project
September 11-13, 2009
Camp Weed and Cerveny Conference Center

-

This new Diocesan ministry is a partnership with the Wounded Warrior Project (WWP), headquartered in Jacksonville. 31
wounded warriors from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan will attend the upcoming retreat, the theme of which is: Finding
Your True North: A Weekend of Spiritual Direction and Healing.

Here are two areas where your help would be appreciated:
1) Write notes of support to the warriors. Your notes will be presented during the retreat. Here are some guidelines:

A) Write to the warriors by name (see list below). Since 31 notes are a lot for one person to write, you may want to
organize a group in your parish that can divide up the list.

B) Be sensitive to the fact that the warriors will come from many different religious backgrounds. Gratitude for their service
to our country and encouragement are appropriate themes.

C) Clearly write the full name of the warrior on the envelope. D) Put all letters together in a packet and mail to: The
Episcopal Diocese of Florida, Attn: Wounded Warrior Notes, 325 Market Street, Jacksonville, FL 32202-2798. All letters
must be received by September 9, 2009.

List of Wounded Warriors: Kyle Bolen, Lisa Crutch, Roberto Cruz-Arocho, Donald Degroat Jr, Nathan Douglass, Joshua
Fruen, James Gorsuch, Kevin Grafeld, Brent Hendrix, Chris Horman, Kevin Keith, Rafael Lopez IIl, John McClellan, John
McKay, Steven Miner, Mathew Parrish, James Rivera, Severa Rodriquez, Paul Smith, Blake Stocker, Adam McCann,
Philip Bauer, Eric McCarty, Chris Masters, Andy Butterworth, Bobby Loria, Patrick McCardie, Ron Hawthorne, Mike
Brande, Phillip Ramirez, Marissa Strock.

2) We would like to have some patriotic quilts made to distribute to each Wounded Warrior at the retreat. Time is tight
and we need your help-not to mention the fact that we need to be busy sewing! If any of you would be interested in
making a quilt approximately 50" x 60" (give or take a few inches), please contact either Janice Martin in Jacksonville at
(904) 384-1635. or Jan Harbeson at (904) 384-9499.

Altar 7Guild

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS ARE ALL AROUND US

Do we know what they mean? Shouldn’t we be able to recognize them?

Agnus Dei: The Lamb is the chief emblem of Our Blessed Lord, who was
called by St. John the Baptist “the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sins
of the world”. A lamb carrying the Cross with a scroll attached symbolizes
Christ as the Paschal Lamb and denotes His Divine Humility. The Lamb
standing with the banner of victory, no longer wounded, suggests the
victorious nature of his sacrifice.



The Summer Meeting will be held
on Saturday, August 29, 2009, at
Camp Weed and the Cerveny
Conference Center. Registration
will begin at 9:00 AM. Music will
start at 9:15 and the meeting will
begin at 9:30. Lunch is $12.40
and should be paid in advance. If
you pay at the door it will be
$13.40. You can turn in your
money to Barbara at the office.

The guest speaker will be Claudia
Milligan. She is a communicant of
St. John’s Cathedral.

Claudia has a master’s degree in

Four new members were installed into
the Mary Magdalene Chapter of the
Daughters of the King at St. Mark’s on
Sunday, July 12, 2009 by Father Dennis
O’Neill.  Pictured here are Mary Agnes
Goldwire, Linda Hopkins, Elise NesSmith
and Barbara Noegel.

A new banner, also shown here, was
given to the Mary Magdalene Chapter by
Burney Winkler in loving memory of her
mother Eugenia Naff Rowsey who was
also a DOK member. Thank you Burney
for the beautiful banner.

The Mary Magdalene Chapter of
Daughters of the King meets every third
Monday night at 6:00 for Eucharist. Every
lady is invited to attend.

educational leadership, is a
former teacher and has served

recycling from the garbage dump

the Jacksonville not-for-profit
community for 25 years. In
2001 she quit her job as the
Executive Director of Learn to
Read, raised support, joined the
group, Volunteer Missionary
Movement, left her family and
friends, her only child and
moved to Guatemala to live for
27 months. Her assignment for
two years was to work in an
education project, Safe
Passage, with children who
worked with  their families

of Guatemala City. Service to
others is important and valuable;
yet, the lessons of compassion,
loving, kindness and humility
changed her life. Returning to
the States in 2003, she created
CMilligan, LLC to serve others
on their journeys of compassion,
loving kindness and humility that
changed her life.

| look forward to seeing all of you
there.

Linda Baker, ECW President



The Food Pantry is always in need of new volunteer workers. The Food Pantry is an ecumenical ministry
involving several of our local churches including St. Mark’s. Please get in touch with Applean Brown,
Volunteer Coordinator, at 904-964-7955 if you are able to donate some time to this worthy cause.

Food Pantry hours are Monday - Thursday, 1:00 to 4:00 PM. Work includes stocking shelves, bagging
and distributing groceries and some paperwork. New volunteers will always be paired with experienced
workers as they learn the routine duties.

We also have need for people to assist in pick-up, loading and transportation of donated and purchased
foods from USDA and Second Harvest outlets, as well as weekend bakery products from Publix Stores in
Gainesville. Tom Jones can provide more specific information on these needs, but there is some heavy
lifting involved. Being responsive to the needs of the poor and less fortunate of the world is a fundamental
element of the gospel and of living the Christian life. Please prayerfully consider whether this is a ministry
God is calling you to. You may also want to talk with friends and neighbors who you think might be
interested in helping out.

Don’'t Just Stand There, Pray
Something!, the incredible power
of intercessory prayer by Ronald
Dunn. As you delve into this
exciting book, be prepared for a
radical change in your prayer life!

Are you in need of healing in mind or
body? Do you feel helpless in the face
of difficulty or problems? Is yours a
house divided against itself? Are you
lonely, yearning for a more meaningful
life? You want to pray, but the words
will not come. Where is God in all of
this? How can you get His direction and
help? “His help is at hand” is the
resounding theme of  Catherine

1. Dispel the myth that only
“super saints” can pray
successfully.

2. Gain a fresh perspective on
how God answers prayer.

3. Learn why your “position” is
more important that your
“petition”.

4. Discover the “secret weapon”
God provides for praying
believers.

Marshall’'s Adventures in Prayer .

Why Pray? Lessons learned in the
School of Prayer by B. J. Wilhite. Does
God need us to pray? Can our prayer
really change God's mind? Can't God
do what he wants without us? So why
pray? You may know how to pray and
when to pray, but do you know why you

pray?

Find comfort and guidance in your
LIBRARY!



OFFICE 2 9 16 21 30
Chalice Bearer Mike Goldwire | Marianne O'Neill | Elzie Sanders Jean Isaac Mike Goldwire
Lector 1 Judy Perkin Barbara Noegel Susan Worthington | Paul Andrus Linda Hopkins
Lector 2 Mike Goldwire Marianne O'Neill | Elzie Sanders Jean Isaac Mike Goldwire

Arthur Winkler | George Winkler Tommy Blackshear | Judy Perkin Arthur Winkler
Usher Joe Lukas John Maddox Kenneth Grider Tom Jones Millard Brownr

Sharon DeWitt | Millard and Paul and Arthur and Kenneth and
Oblationer Jewelle Brown | Applean Brown Ann Andrus Millie Winkler Jackie Grider
Acolyte Emily Luke Annie Luke Jacaob Slayton David Hopkins Alan Hopkins
Library George Winkler | Burney Winkler lise Griffis Marianne O'Neill | George Winkler

If you cannot serve on your Sunday - Please call an

other for your replacement.

During July we have been studying two of the Old TestdrReophets, Elijah and Elisha, and the mire
God performed through them. This is the first tiweve really gotten into much of the Old Testament
and the students seemed to really enjoy this.

In August we'll be in church for the entire serviceand for Father Dennis' children's sermons.

Mother Nancee Martin-Coffee
from the Chapel of the
Incarnation has sent us a list of
dates for Chapel suppers
beginning this month.

On August 23, 2009 there will be
a Welcome Back Sunday and
the Blessing of the Back Packs.

This will be the first Sunday the

students are back for the fall
term, so we want to make it
extra special.

Please mark this date on your
calendar if you would like to
participate in feeding the
students at the University .

Contact Virginia Johns or
Barbara Noegel if you wish to

join the group, provide food or
donate money. Any contribution
will be appreciated.

Other dates are:

September 27" - Celtic duo will
perform

October 25"

November 22nd




AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

5 Jackie Grider

5 Peggy Thomas

7 Susan Grove

9 Mary Agnes Goldwire
10 Marianne O’Neill
12 Whitney Smith
17 Brenda Farnsworth
20 Elzie Sanders
22 Paul Worthington
24 Richard Williamson
26 Harry Hatcher

Aug 9: St. Michael's Episcopal
Church, Gainesville, is pleased to
announce that they will be honoring
the ministries of The Reverend Dale
and Mrs. Lempi Warner at their
service of Holy Eucharist at 10.30 a.m.
on August 9. All are welcome at 'Dale
and Lempi Sunday.' Feel free to send
them a card to them c/o St. Michael's
Episcopal Church. 4315 NW 23rd
Ave., Gainesville, 32606-6587) -- or
come to the Pie Extravaganza
following the service that day. For
more information you may contact
nmartincoffey@gmail.com.

Ultreya is a monthly gathering for
Eucharist and fellow-ship after
Cursillo. One does not have to have
attended a Cursillo to go to an
Ultreya. The next Ultreya is scheduled
for August 7" at St. Mark’s at 7 pm. A
covered dish supper precedes the
Eucharist.

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES

10 Dennis and Marianne O'Neill
11 Homer Bates and Judy Perkin
14 Paul and Ann Andrus

24 William and Kay Carter

Altar Guild for _Auqust:

Burney Winkler

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Vestry Member:

Charles Dell-Ross
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Bilinqual Services

August 22" at 6:00 PM
FLOWER CHART:

The 2009 Flower Chart is in
the Narthex to sign up for altar
flowers. The cost is $45.00.

SANCTUARY CANDLE:

Sign up for the sanctuary
candle by calling Barbara. The
cost is $4.00.

TREASURER'’S REPORT

22 pledges have been received
so far for a total amount of
$64,408.00

The plate and pledge income
for June was $5,298.00.
Income from the Richard Trust
was $3,956.00 for a total of
$9,260.00. Expenses were
$8,887.00 which leaves an
excess of $373.00.

The total deficit for the year
is $3,014.



Hardening of the heart ages more people than harden  ing of the arteries.

The smallest deed is better than the greatest inten

tion.

If one first gives himself to the Lord, all other g iving is easy.
Truth is like a torch; the more itis shaken the mo  re it shines.

Putting off a problem is being afraid of any soluti

on.

An argument is the longest distance between two poi nts of view.
Too often when we speak of repenting, we only mean forgetting.

Where love is thin, faults are thick.
Hot tempers lead to cool friends.
You cannot out give God.
Family happiness is homemade.
A problem well stated is half solved.
You need not confess the sins of others.

The person who fears God has nothing else to fear.

You are not fully dressed until you put on a smile.

Jesus had no servants, yet they called Him Master
He had no degree, yet they called Him Teacher.
He had no medicines, yet they called Him Healer.
He had no army, yet kings feared Him.
He won no military battles, yet He conquered the wo
He committed no crime, yet they crucified Him.
He was buried in a tomb, yet He lives today.

| feel honored to serve such a Leader who loves us.

P. O. Box 487
212 N. Church Street
Starke, Fl. 32091

PHONE: (904) 964-6126
FAX: (904) 964-6288

E-MAIL: stmarksO3@embargmail.com

www.diocesefl.org/stmarks-starke/

(From Christian Clippings)
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