Contents :

A Word riom o
Rector

Bishop Howard

Altal Guild

BOK

ECW

Food Haniry

Libiary

MBG o

Schedule of
Ministries

Suntay schoyl

University ey

Individual

Highlights:

Special Occasions
Eobtnotes

Calendar

Father Dennis O'Neill

A Package Deal

| come to realize, from time to time, that my wex
Sunday sermons very often return over and ovems
central theme, though | may state it in differergya
That theme is of course theve of God for His peop
and all of His creation. | sometimes express th
referencing the Two Great Commandments to love
with all of our hearts, minds, souls, and strengtid tc
love our neighbors as ourselves, both being ount
response t@od’s initiative in loving us. | often add 1
nuance of Jesus’ final command that He leaves usi
“As | have loved you, so you are to love one andthe

It may be that John 3:16 is the most quoted verx
the Bible: “For God so loved the wdrthat He gave H
only begotten Son, that others should not perigthbue
everlasting life.” Now, we can understand thistlie
well worn theological formulas of sacrificial atonen
and such, or we can go deeper. And the deeperoy
the more astuishing is this sacred gift. For it was an
out of the unfathomable depth and infinite breadt
God’s love for the world that the gift is given. hé
Incarnation of Jesus Christ is the giving of Go@®n
Self to the world. And while the “Event” dhe Birth
Life, Death and Resurrection of Jesus can all Iygbhe
seen as the “package deal,” we miss the full mepsin
the Divine intentionality -of it all if we limit it to the
human person Jesus. Many well intentioned Chnis
unknowingly accept this limited view unknowingly.

One of the central themes of seminary studie
Christian Theology is that of the study of “her&
Why, you may ask, would there be this focus? Ame
answer is simply that we are all heretics, anditécal
elenent of true faith is to be able to identify our ésies
Emphasizing Jesus over Father and Holy Spirit ie
such heresy — even given that His lifédis human an
divine life — was and is God'’s loving gift to theord.

If the “package deal” doesn’'t include tF
mysteriousness of it all, then we have to worvdleethe
or not we've missed the “Crux” (crux being Latinr
cross) of it all. Jesus is indeed divings-indeed Go
with us. But, considering the language of Johr6 3this
can only bring salvation if we see Him be fully

human (except of course, without sin). And
acknowledge Jesus as fully human and fully di
requires us to acknowledge that we are somewhagh
and somewhat divine (creatures created in the inw
their Creator). Which is to say, that God’'s wilr fus i<
that divinity and humanity constitute who we are. And-
brings me to my understanding of “the package 4
Perhaps more rightly stated, this brings me to thind
Person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit.

John tells us elsewhere that GodSpirit and God i
Love. Perhaps another way of stating this is tp tha
Spirit is Love and Love is Spirit. And an implicat ther
is that we are embodied (packages of) Spirit anckl-ewe
being creatures created in the image of God.

The packag is given us in many forms, but the con
is always God'’s love for us. Galatians 5:22 giuesa lis
of the fruit of the Spirit in its package deal: vép joy
peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithful
gentleness, self-control. Isaiah 24gives us a list of tt
gifts of the Spirit in its package deal:  wisd
understanding, counsel, strength (fortitude), krenlgk
fear of the Lord (reverence), and delight in thed_(piety).

A most interesting thing about these packages &
their contents are so open to a variety of integpies
when looked at individually, yet when looked at ths
whole package deal, we pretty much agree thatgheyus
that “Truth that passeth all human understandimipi't
we? We could of course lk@t many other packages C
gifts us with —the Lord’s Prayer, our Apostles’ and Nic
Creeds, our liturgical prayers in the Holy Euchari®
name only a few. The point again though is thatthe
whole package that God wants us to receivethe
mysteriousness of what it all means and how it allgesy:
simply in acknowledging and responding to God’selder
us and his creation.

Let's commit ourselves to paying more attentiorthe
content of the package deal than to the wrapping
trimmings. Let’s pay attention to the God who loves wd
give Him our thanks that the mystery though indee
beyond our understanding — yet is ours to live.into



The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard
Bishop of Florida

(With the DOK Fall Assembly being held this month at Trinity Melrose, the following is an excerpt
from Bishop Howard'’s response to a letter from Metro Griffith, incoming President of DOK.)

Dear Daughters of the King,

Metro Griffith, incoming President of the Province IV Daughters of the King, has asked me to serve as Provincial
Chaplain during the next triennium. It is a great honor to be asked to serve in this capacity, and | look forward to being
even more closely involved with the life and work of the DOK.

From the very first of my service as Bishop of Florida, | have found our diocesan DOK to be an encouraging, supportive
and prayerful part of the live of our Church and my diocese. Knowing that hundreds of faithful women are praying for me
and for my ministry has been an anchor and a foundational element in all of the good things that this diocese has
enjoyed over the past five years as well as a support during our difficult times together.

Our lives as Christians, after all, are about relationships. Relationships with one another. Prayer for one another. And
mutual up-building in the Body of Christ. The essence of the Church and of her ministry lies in the relationships which
we build founded on love of God and love of neighbor. The Daughters of the King assist in fulfilling this important
ministry in the context of the Episcopal Church as you meet, as you pray, and as you support all of our varied and
valuable ministries.

Dear Sisters, | love you and | am committed to your ministry. | look forward to serving as your provincial chaplain over
the next three years. As we journey together in the name of Christ, let us always keep in mind the words of our
Catechism, found in the Book of Common Prayer, on page 856 where in response to the question “What is Prayer?” the
following response is given: “Prayer is responding to God, by thought and by deeds, with or without words.” Prayer,
then, encompasses all of life and all of our minds, bodies and spirits. Let us venture forth then as prayerful Daughters
of the King, intent on leading ever more prayerful lives and dedicated more and more to the up-building of the Body of
Christ.

Altar7Guild CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS

Alpha and Omega: These are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. The Church has from the very early
times made use of these two letters in her decorations and symbolism. They symbolize Christ, with reference to
Revelations 1:8, “| am the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and ending, saith the Lord”. Jesus Christ is the beginning
and end of all things, and the letters are symbolically used for the everlasting nature of Christ’s divinity. (Rev. 1:11)

The Greek letters are used in Church symbolism either separately or entwined as a monogram.

't
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The Daughters Of the King Fall Assembly  will be held at Trinity Melrose, September 19, 2009.
Registration and coffee hour will be from 9:00 AM to 10:00 AM. The program will be on the
International DOK. St. Mark’s will join with Trinity to provide brunch.
providing snacks, please let Faye know. Hope to see all of you there!

If you wish to help with

The Mary Magdalene Chapter of Daughters of the King meets every third Tuesday night at 6:00 PM
for Eucharist. Everyone is invited to attend.

The Late Summer Meeting was held at
Camp Weed on August 29, 2009. Our
guest speaker was Claudia Milligan.
Claudia spoke on her spiritual journey.
She is a communicant of St. John'’s
Cathedral. Claudia has a master's
degree in educational leadership, is a
former teacher, and has served the
Jacksonville not-for-profit community for
25 years. In 2001, she quit her job as
the Executive Director of Learn to Read,
raised support, joined the group,
Volunteer Missionary Movement, left her
family and friends, her only child, and
moved to Guatemala to live for 27
months. Her assignment for two years

was to work in an education project,
Safe Passage (www.safepassage.org)
with children who worked with their
families recycling from the garbage
dump of Guatemala City. . While there
she received valuable gifts - the gifts of
presence, trust, humility, compassion
and serenity. She also learned how to
live a simple life. Upon her return, she
found herself “lost in a foreign land”.
She explained we are all on a journey
and must find our balance between
“being” and “doing”. There will be
another mission trip to Guatemala. |If
interested please contact Claudia at
cmilliganlic@bellsouth.net

Thanks to Gene Noegel for reminding us just how much we are needed at the Food Pantry. There
were very few of us who were not affected Sunday when we found out there was only one can of

tuna left to be given out. St. Mark’s family responded the following week with enough food for each
child to carry some forward. We all are reminded each week in the bulletin of the Food Pantry, but
sometimes we forget just how important this ministry really is. Let us be mindful that there are a lot
of people who are only a paycheck away from being in that line.

Thank you St. Mark’s family for so generously responding to the needs of our neighbors.



Don't let anger take control of
you! We all deal with anger in
our lives - whether it be in a
subtle or violent manner. Being
angry can involve many
emotional expressions; the good
news is anger can be managed.
In The Anger Workbook , Les
Carter offers a unique 13 step
inactive program that will help

Gain Control
schedule!

you control your anger.

The library is indebted to those members of the con
shared and donated these and other volumes for all

The MDG’S AND YOU, WHAT CAN ONE DO?

Recently a friend from St. Luke’s
sent me information on a project for
a village called Dukathole in South
Africa that St. Luke’s took on after
Father Bruce Grob of Fresh
Ministries (Jacksonville) came to St.
Luke's and spoke of their plight! St.
Luke's sends money every other
month to feed orphans in a village
called Dukathole. They feed

approximately 40 children but
there are many more. They also
helped them to build a shelter for
the food. Their plight is that of a
pandemic of AIDS, severe
poverty, very few adults or
economy, no running water in the
homes or electricity or toilets.
Teenagers are many times the
head of the household.

http://www.diocesehighveld.org.za/hiv.html

THE ANGLICAN PARISH OF GERMISTON.
Qutreach work in particular to the informal settlem ent

of Dukathole, extensions 4, 5 (Good Hope) and 9,

part of the parish catchment’s area.

of your hectic life and
Author Donna Otto will give
hope to women who desire order in their
lives, having learned to prioritize her time,
putting the Lord first. If you're ready to get
back to doing the
instead of seeing all your time swallowed
up by the urgent - transform a hopeless
schedule into a healthy lifestyle, read Get
More Done in Less Time _and get on with
the fun stuff.

important things -

Private Justice is Book One in the
Newpointe 911 suspense series by
award-winning novelist Terri
Blackstock. This tense and exciting
thriller is more than a fabulous read;
it has an underlying message about
the place of religion within a
marriage. Newpointe 911 offers
novels of faith, fear, small town
relationships, redemption, and the
human heart.

gregation who have generously
to read and enjoy.

For $10.40 you can feed one child.
SURELY THAT IS WHAT ONE CAN
DO! Below is the project website
access (you may have to cut and
paste it) and some more information
about the project. For further
information contact Marianne O’Neill
or Lydia Bush at St. Luke’s.
Perhaps this is something our ECW

can take on as a project as well!

Dukathole, situated in the industrial heart of Germiston is a severely impoverished area, with an estimated 20,000-
30,000 people living in a 1.5 kilometer area. Surrounded by factories, whose effluents impact negatively on the
environment, the majorities of people live in shacks without proper water, electricity and sanitation facilities and yet are
situated in close proximity to the city centre. This informal settlement is one of 112 found within the boundaries of the
Diocese of the Highveld, but in terms of poverty and lack of services, is one of the worst.

The majority of the population is made up of women and children living in abject poverty, many brought from the rural
areas to live close to their breadwinners working on the goldmines and in the industrial heartland, of which Germiston is
central. The unemployment rate is estimated to be above 80% and physical abuse, prostitution, selling of liquor and

crime is high.

There is additional information about this project available to any and all interested in participating.



OFFICE 6 13 20 27
Chalice Bearer | Marianne O'Neill Mike Goldwire Elzie Sanders Jean Isaac
Lector 1 Barbara Noegel Judy Perkin Susan Worthington Linda Hopkins
Lector 2 Marianne O’Neill Mike Goldwire Elzie Sanders Jean Isaac

Tommy Blackshear | Judy Perkin Millard Brown George Winkler
Usher Joe Lukas Kenneth Grider Arthur Winkler Linda Hopkins

Tom and Jan Fry Sharon DeWitt Paul and
Oblationer Veazie Jones Brenda Farnsworth | Jewelle Brown Ann Andrus
Acolyte Emily Luke Annie Luke Jacob Slayton David Hopkins
Library Burney Winkler lise Griffis Marianne O’Neill George Winkler

Sunday school for the children
will resume on September 13
when we'll begin a study of the
Old Testament featuring Jose
We plan to do some role playi
and learn some new songs.

On Sunday, August 23 Barbara, Burne'
Emily, and Virginia drove to Gainesville
for the first service of the new university

term at the Chapel of the Incarnation. As

always, we were warmly welcomed and

graciously thanked for providing the meal.

Burney won the prize for the most coll
spirit with her Gator shirt, earrings, ¢
socks! Mother Nancee had her stand L
remind the students that's how they v

Our organist and choir director,
Cindy, has offered to start a
children's choir. Right now the
plan is to meet after church on
Sunday -after everyone has h
a chance to have refreshment

supposedo dress the next Sunday fo
visit from the gator man — a gentiear
who brings live alligators -and a pictur
of everybody in front of the chapel.

We appreciate so much everyone '
participates in this outreach. You can
assured that not only dbdse of us wh
go to Gainesville on the fourth Sunc
but Mother Nincee and all the studel
are grateful.

the parish house. We'

excited

about this and hope

the children will be too.

Many thanks to Cindy for
volunteering her time and

talents.




SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1 Dennis O'Neill
2 Bruce NesSmith
4 Faye Noegel
6 Amber Grove
6 Darby Johns
9 Beth Bobo
10 Maggie Miller
13 Ashley Noegel
14 Paul Andrus
23 Gene Noegel
29 John Skinner

Cursillo

Anyone interested in learning more
about Cursillo please see Fr.
Dennis. Cursillo is a renewal
weekend  sponsored by the
Episcopal Church. Men’s Cursillo
#122 is scheduled for Oct. 15-18.
Women'’s Cursillo #122 is scheduled
for Oct. 22-25.

Ultreya is a monthly gathering for
Eucharist and fellow-ship after
Cursillo. One does not have to have
attended a Cursillo to go to an
Ultreya. The next Ultreya is
scheduled for September 5™ at Holy
Trinity, Gainesville at 7 pm. A
covered dish supper precedes the
Eucharist.

Bilingual Services

September 26" at 6:00 PM

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

7 Keith and Betty Sineath
7 Kenneth and Jackie Grider
15 Clark and Genie Dyals
18 Alan and Christina Greenough

Altar Guild for September:

Millie Winkler
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Vestry Member:

Brenda Farnsworth
Letter of Thanks:

Gina Frazee, daughter of
Applean and Millard Brown and
all of her family would like to
express their love and thanks
for all the prayers, cards, food
and the basket of daily gifts she
has received from the Church
family of St. Mark’s.

All the prayers and love will
remain in our hearts.

Please continue to keep us in
your prayers as we continue our
journey.

Love in Christ
Gina Frazee

TREASURER'S REPORT

22 pledges have been received
so far for a total amount of
$64,408.00

The pledge and plate income
for July was $6,811. Expenses
were $10,083. which leaves a
deficit of $6,285. for the year.

FLOWER CHART:

The 2009 Flower Chart is now
in the Narthex to sign up for
altar flowers for the coming
year. The cost is $45.00.

SANCTUARY CANDLE:

Sign up for the sanctuary
candle by calling Barbara. The
cost is $4.00.



A CHRISTIAN?

Would | be called a “Christian” if everybody knew
My secret thoughts and feelings, and everything | do?
Or could they see the likeness of Christ in me each day?
Or could they hear Him speaking in every word | say?

Would I be called a “Christian’ if anyone should know
That | am found in places where Jesus would not go?
Or would they hear His echo in every song | sing?
In eating, drinking, dressing, could they see Christ, my King?

Would I be called a “Christian” if judged by what | read?
By all my recreations, and every thought and deed?
Could I be counted Christ-like as | now work and pray,
Unselfish, kind, forgiving, to others every day?

Author unknown

P. O. Box 487
212 N. Church Street
Starke, Fl. 32091

PHONE: (904) 964-6126
FAX: (904) 964-6288

E-MAIL: stmarksO3@embargmail.com

www.diocesefl.org/stmarks-starke/




