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 “Love,” etc. …  And I would hope and pray that 
as we pay attention to how these terms or titles 
are used in context, we might also recognize that 
there is really no such thing as a proper or 
suitable or apt context, in which to place either 
or God or our faith in God.  Which is simply to 
say, that God cannot be contained within or 
constrained by, our understandings of Him.  So, 
while our context of faith is rightly understood 
as being most clearly revealed to us in the life of 
Jesus of Nazareth, this is an infinitely expansive 
context – not a narrowly limited context of 
historical time and place.  Which is to say that 
the context of our faith – like the mystery of 
Christ – is cosmic, catholic, and mysterious, and 
is made intimately and immediately present by 
the power of God to all places, all times, and all 
people.” 

So, if we then take this context of faith, 
and then begin to contemplate on such questions 
as how God’s grace – or love – or righteousness 
– or mercifulness – etc. – work themselves out 
within our lives of faith, how can we be 
anything but (as the kids say) “blown away”?  
Oh, and that last question now opens yet another 
aspect of the mysteriousness of it all, God’s very 
awesomeness!   
 Our God is indeed an awesome God!  
Perhaps that which awes us most is that we can 
know Him so very intimately and yet hardly 
know Him at all.  It’s a Mystery!  Yet it is a 
truth of our faith that this Mystery that comes to 
us through the grace and love of Jesus is gifted 
to us to be passed on to others. 
 

God’s Plentiful Blessings, 
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In the concluding chapter of his book, 
The Mystery of Christ, author and Episcopal 
Priest Robert Capon makes this astounding 
statement:  “…The mystery of Christ is a 
cosmic, catholic mystery, intimately and 
immediately present by the power of God to all 
places, all times, and all people.” 

The statement is astounding in many 
ways, but the gist of Father Capon’s book is that 
no matter what my, or your, ‘concept’ of Jesus 
may be – no matter how intimately we may feel 
we are in relationship with Him – no matter how 
deep or broad our experience of His presence in 
our lives – no matter how fruitful we sense our 
own life in Christ to be – etc. – even if we are 
the very ‘best’ Christian ever to have lived, yet, 
we don’t and can’t possess Jesus as “mine” or 
“ours”.  And yet the mysteriousness of our faith 
does without question get its definitiveness from 
the Good News “in” Christ.  In other words, 
Jesus, the Christ, is the context in which we find 
and into which we live our faith.  And, we as 
Christians know this “Jesus, the Christ” to be 
one and the same with Jesus of Nazareth, who 
walked this earth some 2,000 years ago, just as 
we do today.  But notice how I’ve already begun 
using three terms interchangeably:  “Christ,” 
“Jesus the Christ,” and “Jesus of Nazareth.”  
And now you’re probably already jumping 
ahead of me in recognizing that as we use these 
three terms interchangeably, so too do we use 
the terms “Father,” “Son,” and “Holy Spirit” 
interchangeably.  Now of course, we’ve really 
begun to open things up. 

As we consider a wide range of names 
or titles given as equivalents of “Christ” in the 
Bible, we find such terms as “the Morning Star,” 
“Cloud Rider,”  “Word” (or “Logos”), “Spirit,”  
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What on earth do they do for Heaven’s sake?                             
If they weren’t there what diff’rence would it make?                  
If there should be no alter guild there                                   
Neither clergy nor LEMs would find vestments to wear.            
If the weekly team should fail or falter                                
There’d be no silver or linens on the Trinity alter.                  
The flowers at the alter don’t descend from above:            
Week after week they’re a labor of love.                                
We change vestments and hangings from season to season   
Since those different colors are used for a reason.                 
The lights burn bright in the candlesticks                           
Because we replenish the oil, we fix the wicks.                       
We launder the linens, we dust the pew.                                
We polish the silver, straighten books that you use.                
We choreograph weddings, reassuring the nervous.               
We’re a quiet presence at each memorial service.                   
To make high holy days a rich celebration,                             
We give our time and our talents to church decoration.           
In fact, we fill needs of every dimension,                                
Some are large and important, some too small to mention.    
We’re seldom noticed, but our rich reward                                 
Is to be Martha and Mary in the house of the Lord. 

WHAT DOES THE ALTAR GUILD DO?  

�

Where in the World are Bishop  John and Marie Howard?  
 

Bishop John and Marie Howard are on a sabbatical through the end of the year.  Follow them on 
their sabbatical journey through the Holy Land.  Go to this box on the diocesan website 
(http://diocesefl.org) and see where they are and get a little history on the places they are visiting 
by clicking on 'Read More'.  
 

 

.  
 

Anyone who feels called to be Martha 
and Mary in the house of the Lord, 
please contact Burney, Virginia, Millie or 
Judy. 

Many thanks to all of you who purchased 
stained glass ornaments for the purchase 
of new altar vestments.  Over $1,000.00 
was collected toward the full payment. 

Thank you for your support. 

The stained glass ornaments will again be 
on sale October 4th and October 11th. 
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The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard  
Bishop of Florida  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Fall Assembly was held September 19th at Trinity Melrose.  There was hardly a seat 
left in the church.  The food was outstanding and a wonderful time was had by all. 
 

Father Mackey’s talk was on how to pray.  Sometimes we need to be specific in our prayers 
to God.  God doesn’t always answer our prayers the way we wish He would.  We may 
never understand this and when it happens, we may be tempted to wonder if He has 

abandoned us, or has not heard us.  But this isn’t true.  Often times, whether we like it or not, an unanswered prayer is 
God’s answer!  His love for us never changes. Sometimes we discover the depths of His love in our darkest hours.  
Naturally, we want God to answer our prayers the way we want. But if that doesn’t happen, then our prayers should be 
that He will change us and that He will give us the patience and peace we need to adjust to our situation and even endure 
with grace.  This is only possible with God’s Help. 
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The new officers elected for 2009-2012 were: President Susan Towson, 1st Vice 
President Margaret Kidd, 2nd Vice President Mimi Crosby, Treasurer Carol Henry, 
Recording Secretary Kay Scranton, Corresponding Secretary Barbara Lee and 
Chaplain Reverend Deborah Jackson.  St. Mark’s DOK members pictured at right 
helped serve brunch for those in attendance.  

 
The Mary Magdalene Chapter of Daughters of the King now meet every third 
Monday night at 6:00 for Eucharist.  Every lady is invited to attend.   
 

Pursuant to The Daughters of the King handbook (pag e 55) Article III C. : 
 

“Corporate Communion of the Order:  In addition to faithful participation in the Eucharist, each member shall regard it 
as her duty and privilege to prepare for and attend, if possible, a Corporate Communion of the Order on All Saints 
Day.” 
 

      This year, All Saints Day, occurs on a Sunday, November 1, 2009.  Our DOK President has asked that we attend 
communion together as a body on this day.  Although Faye will be absent, it is my hope that we will all be able to 
attend and wear something blue and white.  Allowing us to take communion together as a body on this day also gives 
a face to those who pray daily for our church, our priest, our vestry and all of our various ministries within our church, 
as well as those we have been called to pray for as a corporate body on our DOK prayer list.  It is also the date for the 
in-gathering of the Endowment fund.  Contributions to this fund may be made to the glory of God in any of the 
following ways:  (See Manual, page 11 under Endowment Fund.) 

1. Memorials and Thanksgivings: 
2. Bequests: 
3. Lifetime Membership: 

     This year I will make a donation to this fund in memory and thanksgiving for the life of another daughter that I 
dearly miss, Bebe Stanwix-Hay.  One of the things I remember most about Bebe is her dedication to making sure the 
DOK got together for a corporate communion on All Saints Day and celebrated with a luncheon following.  She was 
also a butterfly person, so much so that I have taken to calling all butterflies, “Bebe’s,” and will wear a butterfly of 
some description along with my blue and white in her memory.  It is also coincidentally, the first Sunday in November, 
the date we turn in our BLUE BOXES  for The United Thank Offering.  I am sure we have many more “saints” to 
remember on All Saints Day and much for which we are thankful, as well as many ways to express the thanksgivings 
of our hearts.  As our motto says, we cannot do everything, but we can do something! 
 

      I hope to see you all and will also be making some reminder phone calls.  If you have any questions, see Faye 
before she leaves on vacation or “moi”, Marianne, (iluvecw@comcast.net) 352-473-6491. 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

119th Annual Meeting of the Episcopal 
Church Women  will be held on Thursday, 
October 22, 2009, at Camp Weed and the 
Cerveny Conference Center.  This is open to all 
women of the church and their guests.  The 
deadline for registration is Thursday, October 15, 
2009.  It is very important that registrations are 
received by the REGISTRAR by the deadline 
date, so that packets can be assembled in a 
timely manner and also for Camp to accomplish 
purchasing and preparations in a cost effective 
manner. The cost is $14.00.  Check 
In/Registration begins promptly at 9:00 AM.     
 
We are honored to have the Right Reverend 
Frank S. Cerveny, the sixth Bishop of the Diocese 
of Florida, as celebrant for the Eucharist and 
speaker.   

 

 
We will be presenting our award for 
Triennial's Most Honored Woman in the 
Diocese of Florida to Sue Carmichael, lay 
vicar of St. Mary's, Jacksonville.  Carry the 
Light! 

 

Florida delegates at the 76th General Convention in 
Anaheim, California  
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Thanks to the St. Mark’s family once again for the tremendous support of the Food 
Pantry.  Each week the basket has been filled with food.  Your response is greatly 
appreciated by those who are not as fortunate.  If you are able to volunteer at the 
Food Pantry, please call Applean Brown at 904-964-7955. 
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OFFICE  4 11 18 25 

Chalice  Bearer Mike Goldwire Marianne O’Neill Elzie Sanders Jean Isaac 

Lector 1 

Lector 2 

Paul Andrusn 

Mike Goldwire 

Barbara Noegel  

Marianne O’Neill 

Randy Johns 

Elzie Sanders 

Susan Worthington 

Jean Isaac 

 
Usher 

John Maddox 

Tom Jones 

Kenneth Grider 

Tommy Blackshear 

Millard Brown 

Judy Perkin 

George Winkler 

Beth Bobo 

 
Oblationer 

Millard and 

Applean Brown 

George and  

Burney Winkler 

Tom and 

VeazieJones 

Brenda Farnsworth 

Jan Fryer 

Acolyte Alan Hopkins Emily Luke Annie Luke Jacob Slayton 

Library Burney Winkler Ilse Griffis Marianne O’Neill George Winkler 

 

 

What’s so funny at the Fair Acres 
Home?   

PRACTICALLY EVERYTHING! 

When 85 year old Effie Leland 
Wilder moved into a retirement 
home, she found her fellow 
residents full of spunk, wisdom 
and good humor.  She began 
taking notes, which she’s turned 
into two heartwarming novels.  
She gives readers a behind-the-
scenes look at the ups and downs 
of growing older and throughout 
her books shares her philosophy 
that, “Though much is taken, much 
abides”. 

������������� �

While your main goal of 
distributing a The two novels 
take place at the fictional Fair 
Acres Home in South Carolina 
and features Hattie McNair, the 
resident busybody.  You’ll meet 
lots of colorful, lovable 
characters.  Readers of all ages 
will be inspired by the 
characters’ humor and can-do 
attitude. 

LIVE LIFE TO THE FULLEST  
(no matter what your age).  Read 
an uplifting adventure filled with 
grace and humor! 

OUT TO PASTURE (but 
not over the hill) and  

OVER WHAT HILL  (notes 
from the pasture) by Effie 
Leland Wilder in your 
library. 
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� � � � � Santa Fe Region Representative, GRC 
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During September, the Sunday 
school studied the life of Joseph, his 
problems with his brothers, which, 
surprisingly, everyone could relate 
to, his time in Egypt, his rise to 
power in Pharaoh's court, and 
finally his reunion with his brothers 
when they came to him to buy food.  

On Sunday, September 27th, 
Barbara, Marianne, Mary Agnes, 
Mike, and Virginia took an Italian 
supper to the chapel. We served 
approximately 30 students lasagna, 
salad, two kinds of bread, and two 
wonderful desserts.  

As always, we were given a warm 
welcome and also presented with 
EpiscoGator coffee mugs. Jack, one 
of the students, made such a nice 
speech when he gave us the mugs, 
saying that we brought them not 

This story played out like an old-
time movie serial, and all the 
students, even Owen, our youngest, 
were anxious to hear what happened 
next. Best of all, they retained what 
they'd heard the week before. 

We learned that God has a plan for 

our lives, that He was always with 
Joseph and He's always with us, that 
He helps us help others, and that He 
wants us to forgive others. 

In October we begin the study of 
Moses, which we hope will be just 
as interesting and exciting as the 
story of Joseph. 

 

only wonderful food, but 
enthusiasm and joy. Most of us 
involved in this feel that we're the 
ones receiving the enthusiasm.  

If you haven't read the article in 
“The Diocesan” this month about 
the students' trip with the 
EpiscoNoles from FSU to 
Galveston, Texas, to help repair 
storm damage from Hurricane Ike, 
please do. It will make you feel 
better about the future. These are 
really great young people.  

 

 

����

��������	
���

��������	
���

��������	
���

��������	
���

� ���
����

��������������

�
����
���

�
��������������� �

 OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS  
 

  1  Annie Luke 
  1  Mackenzie Andrews 
  3  Stephanie Marrero 
10  J. J. Dyals 
10  Nolan Jennings 
18  Walter Dyals 
19  Owen Greenough 
19  Sandi Sanders 
20  Carol Baldwin 
23  Angie Williamson 
26  Gloria Johns 
26  Cindy Palmer 
29  Charles Dell-Ross 

 

Barbara Noegel, Mike and Mary Agnes 
Goldwire, Marianne O’Neill and 
Virginia Johns with UF Students Jen 
and Josh. 
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THANKS to all the children and 
teens participating in choir.  All are 
welcome to join us. 
                             Ms. Cindy 
 
 
CUB SCOUTS: 
1st - 5th grades meet at Southside 
Elementary on Thursday at 7:00 PM.  
The boys are now selling popcorn as 
a fund-raiser through the first week 
of November.  If you are interested 
in purchasing any popcorn, please 
see Alan Greenough. 
 
 
Cursillo  Anyone interested in 
learning more about Cursillo please 
see Fr. Dennis. Cursillo is a renewal 
week-end sponsored by the 
Episcopal Church Men’s Cursillo 
#122 is scheduled for October 15-
18.  Women’s Cursillo #122 is 
scheduled for October 22-25 .   Lists 
have been mailed so please begin 
your PALANCA now. 
 
 
Ultreya  is a monthly gathering for 
Eucharist and fellow-ship after 
Cursillo.  One does not have to have 
attended a Cursillo to go to an 
Ultreya.  The next Ultreya is 
scheduled for October 2nd at Holy 
Trinity, Gainesville at 7 pm.  A 
covered dish supper precedes the 
Eucharist. 
 
 

Altar Guild  for October:  
 

Virginia Johns 
`````````````````````````````````````` 
 
Vestry Member:  
 

Mike Goldwire 
````````````````````````````````````` 
 
 
Terrific Kid:  
     

 
 
David Hopkins was chosen as a 
Terrific Kid at McRae Elementary 
School by the Lake Area Kiwanis 
Club.  Way To Go David!!!! 
 
 
Bilingual Services � ��
 
October 24th at 6:00 PM 
Baptisms are scheduled to be 
performed. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
22 pledges have been received so 
far for a total amount of 
$64,408.00 
 
The plate and pledge income for 
August was $6,926.  Expenses 
were $8,129 which leaves a deficit 
for the month of $1,203.  The 
deficit for the year is $7,488.  
   
We have spent discretionary funds 
in the amount of $8,395. 
 
The Richard Trust income for the 
month of September is $3,956. 
 
 
FLOWER CHART:  
 
The 2009 Flower Chart is now in 
the Narthex to sign up for altar 
flowers for the coming year.  The 
cost is $45.00. 
 
 
SANCTUARY CANDLE:  
 
Sign up for the sanctuary candle 
by calling Barbara.  The cost is 
$4.00. 
 
 



DON’T YOU LOVE THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE?  
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P. O. Box 487 

212 N. Church Street 
Starke, Fl. 32091 

 
PHONE: (904) 964-6126 

FAX: (904) 964-6288 
 

E-MAIL: stmarks03@embarqmail.com  
 

www.diocesefl.org/stmarks-starke/ 
 

There is a two-letter word that perhaps has more meanings than any other two-letter word, 
and that is “UP”. 

It is easy to understand UP, meaning toward the sky or at the top of the list, but when we 
awaken in the morning, why do we wake UP?  At a meeting, why does a topic come UP?  Why do 
we speak UP and why are the officers UP for elections and why is it UP to the secretary to write 
UP a report? 
 We call UP our friends.  And we use it to brighten UP a room, polish UP the silver; we 
warm UP the leftovers and clean UP the kitchen.  We lock UP the house and some guys fix UP 
the old car.  At other times the little word has real special meaning.  People stir UP trouble, line 
UP for tickets, work UP an appetite, and think UP excuses.  To be dressed is one thing, but to be 
dressed UP is special. 
 And this is confusing:  A drain must be opened UP because it is stopped UP.  A store is 
opened UP in the morning but closed UP at night. 
 We seem to be pretty mixed UP about UP.  To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of 
UP, look the word UP in the dictionary.  In a desk-sized dictionary, it takes UP almost 1/4th of the 
page and can add UP to about thirty definitions.  If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list 
of the many ways UP is used.  It will take UP a lot of your time, but if you don’t give UP you may 
wind UP with a hundred or more.   

When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP.  When the sun comes out, we say it is 
clearing UP.  When it rains, it wets the earth and often fowls things UP.  When it doesn’t 
rain for a while, things dry UP.   

Like I said, don’t you love the English language? 


