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we think “Abba,” or even more close to 
Jesus’ usage, what if we say “Father” but 
are thinking, “Daddy” or “Dad”? 
 
The Prayer Book commentary referred to 
above says the following:  “…Nowhere in 
the literature of the prayers of ancient 
Judaism does the invocation of God as 
“Abba” occur.”  And yet, “…the mode of 
address that Jesus habitually used in 
prayer to God was “Abba, dear Father”.”   
 
When I kneel with our children – your 
children and grandchildren and nieces and 
nephews, etc. – at the altar each Sunday 
and pray with them, I often pray that they 
grow up knowing Jesus as their very own 
brother and best friend.  I wonder why I 
find it so easy to say such simple prayers 
with children, but think I have to be more 
sophisticated when praying with adults? 
 
How should I end this musing?  How 
about, “Jesus loves me this I know.  For 
the Bible tells me so.” 
 
“Be ye as little children,” and pray too that 
I may be as well. 
   
           
 God’s richest blessings, 
     
 � � � � � � � � � 	  

I wonder how many of you will immediately 
realize the source of the above title.  It is 
taken from the invitation to recite “The Lord’s 
Prayer” together in our service of Holy 
Eucharist each Sunday.  It’s such a routine 
part of the service, as your celebrating priest 
makes this invitation and as we as a 
congregation stand and reach out to grasp 
our neighbors’ hands, that we probably just 
take for granted that what’s coming, “The 
Lord’s Prayer” itself, is what’s important, not 
the invitation to participate in it.  And while 
that’s so, the invitation too is of quite weighty 
importance. 
 
The words of the invitation are:  “And now, 
as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are 
bold to say,”.  Then of course, we proceed 
with, “Our Father …..etc.” 
 
I’ve recently run across a fascinating 
commentary on the Prayer Book origin of 
this invitation.  It seems that, the “boldness” 
referred to goes back to the original Aramaic 
language often used by Jesus in teaching 
His disciples, but which is lost in the Greek 
Bible, from which our English translations 
come.  In this case, the word of significance 
is one we know in some of our songs as 
“Abba.”  In other words, our boldness is in 
that we dare to address God with the same 
sense of intimacy as does Jesus.  Of course, 
for us these days, “Father” is more stilted 
than intimate. But  what if as we say “Father” 
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Many thanks for all of you for the beautiful floral tributes which made our church so lovely on 
Easter Sunday.  It was a feast for the eyes as well as the soul. 

We want to thank our ªauxiliary guildersº too, Arthur and George.  They helped move furniture 
back after Maundy Thursday, move risers in for the Easter lilies and hang banners.  We 
couldn't get along without them. 

Thanks so much. 

�

The Mary Magdalene Chapter of Daughters of the King now meet every third Monday 
night at 6:30 for Eucharist.  Every lady is invited to attend.   
 
Training classes have started and are expected to last for six more weeks. 
 
NOTE:  There will not be a DOK meeting in May.   
 

(Excerpt from The Diocesan, April 2009) 
 

‘ 08 Polly Bond Award of Excellence - “ A Word from the Bishop”  
Top national award to Bishop Howard for Theological Reflection on Easter; 

writing and photos earn ‘Polly Bonds’  for The Diocesan 
 

The Right Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard has been named the recipient of the 2008 Polly Bond Award of Excellence 
in the category of Theological Reflection, published in diocesan newspaper with circulation over 12,000. That 
category includes national church publications as well as those of the largest dioceses.  Judges’  comments on 
Bishop Howard’s reflection read, “Great theological reflection illuminates the divine that is present in the ordinary.  
Starting from a mundane fact of the liturgical calendar - Easter came early in 2008 - ‘A Word from the Bishop: 
Easter 2008’  awakens us to God’s perfect timing. The author’s ideas are thought-provoking and his writing 
inspiring.”   The coveted “Polly Bonds” recognize achievement in Episcopal Church communications, and are 
named in memory of the late Polly Bond, a revered founding member of Episcopal Communicators.  Professionals 
in secular media judge and write constructive comments on thousands of print and online items submitted through 
members of Episcopal Communicators for evaluation. Awards are made annually in a broad spectrum of categories 
used in Episcopal Church communications; the professional organization now numbers in the hundreds. The award 
ceremony is a highlight of the annual Communicators’  conference, held this year March 18-21 at Camp Allen in the 
Diocese of Texas.   
 
NOTE:  Bishop Howard’s entire message is in the April issue of The Diocesan. 
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The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard 
Bishop of Florida 

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.creativestitcher.com/EasterLilliesWM.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.creativestitcher.com/CSEaster.html&usg=__h8aUl1Uzmt5J31Jo0l-YdyLScdw=&h=816&w=598&sz=70&hl=en&start=5&um=1&tbnid=1m8z4O64MoM4tM:&tbnh=144&tbnw=106&prev=/images%3Fq%3DEASTER%2BLILLIES%26hl%3Den%26um%3D1
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ECW SPRING RETREAT:  APRIL 24TH 25TH AND 26TH 
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Sunday April 26 concluded our Annual ECW Spring Retreat and 153 women from 25 different churches 
in the Diocese of Florida attended. Retreat Keynote Speaker the Reverend Kammy Young explored what 
it means to "Carry the Light," by weaving together scripture and movie clips in a series of awesome talks. 
ECW musician Sue Carmichael set the tone for all our sessions leading us in praise and worship music. 
There were three workshops on Saturday afternoon. The author of St. Dunstan and John was present to 
promote and sign his book about the River churches and later Linda Wilcox led two workshops on making 
Anglican Rosaries and prayer box bracelets attended by at least 50 women. There was also a workshop 
on Christian yoga followed by free time which included several shopping opportunities. Three different 
church bookstores were present with a variety of items in addition to books. Continuing a long tradition, 
there were several tables of Siwok Indian Crafts which Diane Perry sells to help finance the missionary 
work of her daughter, Michele Perry, in the Sudan. There were also lovely greeting cards to purchase at 
the Millennium Development Goal Display, the profits for which go to Goal #3, Empowering Women. The 
food for the entire weekend was said to have been the best we have enjoyed in several years with the 
prime rib Saturday night a huge success. As always, delicious chocolate macaroons appeared at 
registration and throughout the weekend to tempt our sweet tooth. We all practiced the 4th and 5th parts 
of Mother Kammy©s talk by "rekindling" through all our activities and in the fellowship and concluded by 
"rejoicing" together in the light of God©s love as we celebrated Eucharist hearing a touching true story that 
illustrated the day©s gospel lesson from our Retreat Speaker during the sermon. Everyone left the camp 
well fed in many, many ways!  
 
From St. Marks, ECW President Mary Agnes Goldwire attended along with Marianne O'Neill, Barbara 
Noegel, Faye Noegel and Judy Perkin. 
 

Peg Phillips, Sherry Burnett and Judy Perkin Barbara Noegel, Faye Noegel, Pat Poppell, Judy Perkin 
and her cousin, Sherry Burnett 



 

 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

OFFICE  3 10 17 24 31 

Chalice Bearer Marianne O'Neill Mike Goldwire Marianne O'Neill Jean Isaac Elzie Sanders 

Lector 1 

Lector 2 

Paul Andrus 

Elzie Sanders 

Judy Perkin 

Mike Goldwire 

Linda Hopkins 

Marianne O'Neill 

Barbara Noegel 

Jean Isaac 

Susan Worthington 

Elzie Sanders 

 
Usher 

Judy Perkin 

John Maddox 

George Winkler 

Tommy Blackshear 

Frank Palmer 

Tom Jones 

Ilse Griffis 

Arthur Winkler 

Kenneth Grider 

Joe Lukas 

 
Oblationer 

George and  

Burney Winkler 

Arthur and 

Millie Winkler 

Jan Fry 

Ilse Griffis 

Kenneth and 

Jackie Grider 

Tom and  

Veazie Jones 

Acolyte Jacob Slayton Alan Hopkins Jacob Slayton Alan Hopkins Jacob Slayton 

Library Marianne O'Neill George Winkler Burney Winkler Ilse Griffis Marianne O'Neill 

Max Lucado's The Great House of God is a home for your 
heart!  God's greatest desire is to be your dwelling place - 
the home for your heart.  In this book, the author takes you 
on a tour of the home God intended for you.  Warm your 
heart by the fire in the living room.  Nourish your spirit in 
the kitchen.  Seek fellowship in the family room.  Step into 
the hallway and find forgiveness.  There's only one home 
built just for your heart.  No house is more complete; no 
structure is more solid. 

The most precious stories of our biblical heritage are now 
especially adapted for young children.  Here is the perfect 
opportunity for parents to introduce their youngsters to the 
stirring tales and personalities that embody our most 
important and fundamental spiritual beliefs.  Clearly written 
versions will delight and instruct even the very youngest, 
as well as adults!   

Come by and pick out some beautifully illustrated Bible 
story books for your family. 

� 	 	 
 � � � 
 � � � �
Thanks to Jordan Zoltowski for sharing her birthday with the Food Pantry.  
Each child who attended Sunday School, and several adults present, carried 
boxes and bags of groceries into the church on May 5th.   If you can help out 
at the Food Pantry, please call Applean Brown at 904-964-7955. 

Open Sundays after Church 
and upon request. 
Good Christian reading! 

research - serious reading 
faith building - enjoyable! 

� � � � 
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IF YOU CANNOT SERVE ON YOUR SUNDAY - PLEASE CALL 
ANOTHER FOR YOUR REPLACEMENT 



 
 

 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

    
St. Mark's Booth      Burney and George Winkler, Ken Grider 
 
   

    
Ken and Jackie Grider, Carol Baldwin   Bill Hopkins 

Thanks to all of you for the 
support you showed ECW 
through your contributions and 
participation in the ªRelay for 
Lifeº cancer walk.  It seems 
almost every member of St. 
Mark's has been touched in 
some way by cancer, whether 
being a survivor, having lost 
loved ones or friends,  being a 
caretaker for a loved one or 
going through treatment 
themselves. 

Thanks to Mike Goldwire for 
setting up our colorful umbrella 
and for getting our banner 
printed.  He even came up with a 
unique way for us to garner more 
money the night of the relay by 
charging a toll to those who 
passed our station since we 
were the first one as people 
entered the track.   B.J. Warwick, 
county chairman, reports that 
$48,800 was raised, with 
donations still coming. That is 

$8,800 more than last year.  St. 
Mark's took in more than $1,300 in 
donations- exact total unknown as 
money was turned in Friday night. 
 
I hear that the survivor reception 
was great and a very positive 
experience for all those present. It 
is with thankfulness to God that we 
wear the purple T-shirts of the 
survivor. I do hope that next year's 
relay will not coincide with the 
ECW retreat at Camp Weed. 
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St. Marks Tops Goal for Bradford Relay for Life 
 



 

 
 
        

         
     
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April was a busy month for the Sunday school 
class. On Palm Sunday we joined the adults 
processing into the church wearing our palm 
crosses and carrying the food brought as Jordan©s 
ªbirthday presentsº to be distributed to the food 
pantry. After church everybody enjoyed singing 
happy birthday to Jordan and sharing her cake. 
What a great idea Jordan had for her party and 
what a lot of food was collected.   

St. Mark©s annual Easter egg hunt was held on 
Saturday, April 11th, at the church. Approximately 25 
children attended and enjoyed looking for eggs and 
having refreshments. 

Cole Ferguson found the golden egg for the 
younger children, and Jordan Zoltowski found the 
golden egg for the older group.  

Many thanks to all who helped with the hiding of the 
eggs and refreshments. 
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We began studying about Holy Week during March 
and have continued through April including Jesus© 
appearance to two of his disciples on the road to 
Emmaus and the giving of the Great Commission. 
In conjunction with this, the students made Holy 
Week booklets. 

Three of our older students, Alan, Jacob, and Emily, 
are a big help to the teachers when they aren©t 
fulfilling their acolyte duties. 

 

Easter Sunday was a wonderful celebration of 
Christ©s resurrection with the flower cross and 
everyone dressed in their new clothes. The girls© 
shoes were every color in a box of crayons ± blue, 
pink, yellow, lavender, white, and on and on. The 
boys looked pretty spiffy too. 

 



 
 
 
 

       
 
 
                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Sunday night, April 26th, the 
Chapel of the Incarnation 
honored ten of its members 
who are graduating and one 
couple who will be married on 
Saturday, May 2nd. The 
graduates each received 
Episco-Gator coffee mugs and 
the bride and groom received a 
prayer book. 

Gene Noegel had made a 
beautiful lemon cake and 
Mother Nancee made flags 
with each graduate©s name 
attached to a small blue and 
yellow umbrella. This may be 

She©s a lovely young woman, 
and we had the joy of being 
present when she was confirmed 
by Bishop Howard in January.  

Please keep these young men 
and women in your prayers as 
they embark on this trip to Texas 
and on the new challenges in 
their lives. 

If you would like to help out with 
food (money is always 
appreciated) or if you can make 
the trip to the university to help 
serve and observe their service, 
please contact Virginia.  You will 
be pleasantly surprised. 

the most photographed cake in the 
state! It was also delicious! 

On May 2nd a group from the 
chapel together with Mother 
Nancee and her husband will be 
going to Galveston, Texas, to help 
repair the damage caused by 
Hurricane Ike.  

Last month we printed a thank you 
note from one of the chapelites we 
identified as Ken. None of us could 
place Ken, and when we asked 
Mother Nancee to describe him to 
us, she informed us that it was 
Keri, not Ken, who had written the 
note. Of course we know Keri well. 
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  4   Christina Greenough 
  8   Nita McRae 
15   Melissa Marrero 
15   John Maddox 
16   Margie Rosado 
18   Judy Perkin 
19   Rose Simmons 
22   Anthony Luke 
25   Kay Carter 
27   Dana Skinner 
28   Betty Sineath 
30   Ilse Griffis 
30   Linda Hopkins 
31   Bobby Faye Blackshear 
31   Alan Hopkins 
31   Dylan Hopkins 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
Kanuga - May 30 - June 3 
 
Trash & Treasure:  6/19-20 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
 
Cursillo 
  
Anyone interested in learning 
more about Cursillo please see 
Fr. Dennis.  Cursillo is a renewal 
weekend sponsored by the 
Episcopal Church. 
 
 
Ultreya is a monthly gathering 
for Eucharist and fellow-
ship after Cursillo.  One does not 
have to have attended a Cursillo 
to go to an Ultreya.  The next 
Ultreya is scheduled for May 1st 
at St. Luke's in Live Oak at 
7PM.  A covered dish supper 
precedes the Eucharist. 
 

Altar Guild for March: 
 

Millie Winkler 
```````````````````````````````````````` 
 
Vestry Member: 
 

Elise NesSmith 
``````````````````````````````````````` 
 
Bilingual Services� � �
 
May 23rd at 6:00 PM 
 
FLOWER CHART: 
 
The 2009 Flower Chart is now in 
the Narthex to sign up for altar 
flowers for the coming year.  The 
cost is $45.00. 
 
SANCTUARY CANDLE: 
 
Sign up for the sanctuary candle 
by calling Barbara.  The cost is 
$4.00. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
22 pledges have been received 
so far for a total amount of 
$64,408.00 
 
 
The Treasurer's Report notes 
that for the month of March, 
income now exceeds expenses 
by $3,444.  This reflects the 
receipt of the Richard Trust in 
the amount of $3,956.  
However, our expenses are 
still exceeding our plate and 
pledge income for March by 
$519.  Our year to date deficit 
is $216. 
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As you can tell, I love Jan Karon’s Mitford Years Novels, specifically Patches of Godlight – Father 
Tim’s Favorite Quotes.  Burney has the complete series in our Parish library for you to enjoy! 
 
ªUnderstanding is the reward of faith.  Therefore seek not to understand that you may believe, but 
believe that you may understand.º                                                                                St. Augustine 
 
ªCourage is not having the strength to go on; it is going on when you don't have the strength.  
Industry and determination can do anything that genius and advantage can do and many things that 
they cannot.                                                Theodore Roosevelt, 1858 - 1919 
 
ªMercy has converted more souls than zeal, or eloquence, or learning or all of them together.º 
                                                                                            Søren Kierkegaard, 1813 - 1855�
 
ªThere is nothing that makes us love someone so much as praying for them.º           William Law 
 
You are loved, 
 
Mike Goldwire 
Sr. Warden 
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P. O. Box 487 

212 N. Church Street 
Starke, Fl. 32091 

 
PHONE: (904) 964-6126 

FAX: (904) 964-6288 
 

E-MAIL: stmarks03@embarqmail.com 
 

www.diocesefl.org/stmarks-starke/ 
 


