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ST. MARK’S NEWS

March 2009

Father Dennis O'Neill

On Church Growth

As you may imagine, | receive a
tremendous amount of mail — notices of
conferences, advertisements for programs,
solicitations to purchase strategic literature
or even to hire consultants — having to do
with “church growth.”  Most of this
material is clearly oriented to the ‘numbers
game.” Many of us are familiar with the
‘numbers game.” There are times when |
think | ought to pay more attention to it.
After all, the Great Commission does
charge us with taking the Gospel to all the
world, baptizing in the name of Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. | wonder, if we at St.
Mark’s, Starke, could take the Gospel to
all the world, how many of the world
would respond? And then, how many of
those would respond by coming to our
Church? And then, where would we put
them? And, what would become of the
intimacy of the St. Mark’s Church family
as we know and love it?

Well, despite how this article is
beginning, aren’t you a bit surprised
that the focus for our Lenten supper
talks this year is on “Church growth”?
I’'m here going to take a risk and second
guess what our speakers may talk about
with this topic. My first thought is — to
steal a line from “Field of Dreams,” — |
can almost hear God saying to me as |

write this article, “Dennis, if you (2d
person plural here) build it, they will
come.” If we build our Church on the
foundation upon which it must stand — the
founding Rock of Jesus Christ — “they” —
our portion of that remnant of believers —
will come. If we build our Church on love
and in the love of Jesus, people will see
that, and those who come will come again.
If we build our Church on hospitality,
extending to guests a warm welcome and
inviting them to return again, they will do
so. If we invite others to our Church, with
genuine and sincere interest in them as
who they are and where they are in their
lives, they will sense that genuine sincerity
and feel inclined to accept the invitation.
If we behave like Christians in our
relationships ~ with  others in  our
communities, we will be seen as fellow
Christians in our Church, and this will be
an encouragement to others who are
looking for a Church.

In other words, to grow the Church, we
must be the Church. I think we are. Let’s
simply make a more concerted effort to get
the word out — to live and talk the “Good
News” in Christ Jesus our Lord.

God’s Blessings,

Fa. Devwnisy
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Bishop of Florida

(Taken from Bishop Howard’s address to the Convention):

The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard

For Christians, the concept of stewardship is a God-given, healthy and balanced way to ignore
the lies money whispers to us and to put it in its proper perspective as a trust from God. We are

God’s managers, the stewards of his bounty, and it's up to us to use it wisely -- to meet our own
needs and to share his blessings with others.
Old Testament prophets make it clear that we ought to give a certain portion to God — to do any less is to take from

him that which is rightfully his.

Proverbs says “honor the Lord from all your income and from the first of all your

produce so your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will be filled with new wine.” The New Testament
agrees. Jesus said that God provides for us in direct proportion to our generosity. “Give, and it will be given to you,
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, pouring into your lap. For whatever measure you deal

out to others will be dealt to you in return.”

Today, we are a happy and a productive diocese, focused on mission, ministry, worship and outreach. Our energy
is renewed, our losses are repaired, and we are not just “being” Christians. We are “doing” Christianity with joy and
enthusiasm, and it has been my privilege to be part of that process, and to watch this diocesan family demonstrate

faith in action.

Altar 7Guild

T

From your Altar Guild:

Taize has come to be known as a
style of worship, based on a
contemplative silence and prayer
songs. Taize is the name of a small
ecumenical monastic community in
the Burgundy region of France, just
north of Cluny. The monastic
movement began in 1940, when
Brother Roger arrived in Taize, finding
a small village without even a road, no
telephone and no running water. He
was welcomed into the Vvillage
community by a small group of elderly
monks. Gradually, Brother Roger
brought other monks to Taize. These
monks had a youthful, vibrant
presence, and under Brother Roger’s
leadership, the community developed
the Taize style of worship which has
become world-renowned.

By 1950, hundreds of young adults
from all over the world were making
pilgrimages to Taize. In Brother
Roger’'s words, “The pilgrimage does

TAIZE SERVICE - April 8th

not seek to organize the young
adults centered on Taize, but

encourages them to be
peacemakers and to bring about
reconciliation in their own
neighborhoods, in their cities or

villages in their parish communities,
together with people of all
generations, from children to old
people”.

Today, hundreds of thousands of
people come to stay at Taize village.
They live into the daily life of the
community which is based on a
simply structured routine of prayer in
the morning, midday and evening.
This prayer includes simple prayer
song, psalms, Bible readings,
silence and spoken intercessory
prayers.

Throughout the vast worship
space, built in 1962 and enlarged in
1990, symbolic candlelight is used;
seating is oriented toward an
obvious visual symbol. The room is

filled with icons illuminated by the
candles. In addition to worship,
classes and counseling are offered.
During their stay at the village, many
spend extended time in silence.

It is often quite a challenge to
incorporate the Taize style of
worship into another setting. It is
important to keep in mind that we
cannot always copy exactly from
another setting. What works in one
place will not necessarily work in
another. Worship leaders would well
be advised to incorporate parts of
the Taize worship into a way that
adapts to their own community life.
One way to do this is to introduce a

Taize prayer song during
communion.
At St. Paul's Cathedral, in

Oklahoma City, Taize services have
been offered for about 10 years on
an ongoing basis. At first, the
community offered a modified Taize
style service, with readings, some
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TAIZE SERVICE - April 8" (Continued)

Taize prayer songs and times of silence,
using that part as the Ministry of the
Word. This was followed by a Holy
Eucharist. The thinking behind using
this particular structure was that the
people of St. Paul's would adapt more
readily to the contemplative style if we
attached a little bit of contemplation to
something more familiar, like Holy
Eucharist.

After trying this structure for a number
of years, it was decided that the
community had ample time in which to

try out the contemplative style and that
the people know knew whether or not this
worship style would fit with their own
worship frame of mind. We then shifted
the service to be more in alignment with
worship that is offered in the Taize
monastic community; namely, an hour of
prayer song, Bible readings, silence and
intercessory prayer, with no Eucharist.
Since that decision was made, the
attendance has become more consistent.
It does not, and probably never will, draw
large numbers of people. However,
contemplative prayer, in general does not

class which will begin after Lent.

It was the best Valentine’s Day |
ever had” and “This is the most fun
've had in a long time” were
remarks heard from the women who
attended “Menopause, The Musical”
February 14™ at the Times Union
Center in Jacksonville and the
Valentine’s Day dinner that night.
ECW members traveled together to
see the hilarious musical. While we
were enjoying the presentation,
Keith Gilingham was preparing a
delicious meal for us. We joined our
husbands at the Goldwire’s home
where we were served dinner by the
men. Keith had prepared fruit glazed
Cornish hens as the main entrée
and two fabulous desserts for us to

enjoy- a sticky toffee pudding
and a Texas Chocolate Fudge
Cake. The guys serenaded the
group and presented each of
the twelve women with a red
rose wrapped in tissue and tied
with ribbon.

Please come to our March
meeting with ideas for other
outings you would like to see
ECW plan.

Hope all of you are beginning to
collect monies for the Cancer
Relay for Life to be held on April
24 at the Bradford High School
Track Field. Our goal is $1,000

draw large numbers in most venues. For
those who come to the services,
however, they find profound peace and
often report they leave the services
being healed, to some extent, in the
contemplative silence.

Music from Taize is available from GIA.

(Thanks be to National Altar Guild
Epistle)

(Note: GIA is the publisher of sacred
choral music)

The Mary Magdalene Chapter of Daughters of the King meet every third Monday night
at 6:30 for Eucharist. Every lady is invited to attend.

Training materials have been ordered for the ladies who have signed up for the new

of which we have so far
collected $400. We need
volunteers to walk that night or
just be present at our tent for
support. You don’t have to stay
for a long time- just a little while.
We also need light snacks and
water or cold drinks so if you
can donate, please let Mary
Agnes know.

With the Lenten season on us,
we are turning our hearts and
minds to the great sacrifice
Jesus made for each of us.
Hope all of you will be able to
attend the Wednesday night
services to be held during Lent.
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FOOD PANTRY

Last year the Food Pantry served 10,318 people. A total of 5,015 bags of groceries were given out. There are
no paid employees here, only volunteers. Without donations, this much needed ministry could not survive.
Thanks for all your support. If you can help out, please call Applean Brown at 904-964-7955.

LENT AND THE MDG’s

Generally, Lent is a season for “giving up something” or “taking on something,” to travel with Christ, His
journey to the cross. Our journey of course is laced with the after knowledge that the Resurrection occurs
and Easter will bloom in our hearts again. Lent might be the perfect time for us to “take on” the mantle of
Christ in our response to “feeding the poor, healing the sick, and setting free the oppressed.” The
Millennium Development Goals are goals designed to lift those in poverty out through self-sustaining
industry, provision of clean and safe drinking water, better child and maternal health care, equal access to
education, ability to treat AIDS, malaria and other diseases, ensure environmental stability and develop a
global partnership to assure this development. These goals are within our power and our resources even
in the midst of our own economic upheaval and turmoil. Now is not the time to back down! Perhaps
though, now is the time to learn about sacrificial giving, that giving | think that is close to the heart of Jesus,
the gift of the “Widow’s Mite.” Perhaps Lent is a perfect time to fast! From Isaiah 58: 6-8, “Is not this the
fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go
free, and to break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor
into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin? Then
your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator shall go
before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.” In today’s age of globalization, the internet and
live satellite TV, we cannot pretend that we do not see our neighbors around the world who are starving,
uneducated, afflicted with vile diseases, lacking basic health, sanitation and clean water. We can no longer
pretend that they are too far away to help or they having nothing to do with us.

From the Meeting God Bible: “Fasting in order to cleanse heart and mind for deep prayer’ (a Lenten
custom especially on Ash Wednesday)’has been, traditionally, an integral part of Jewish and Christian
practice. If one also offers the money saved in food expense, the practice can be a step toward the kind of
fast described in this passage. What partial or total fast from certain foods or luxuries might you undertake
today and in the coming week so that you could make an additional donation of money to support God’s
work? From what amusements might you fast in order to devote the time to helping others? “ Lentis a
prayerful opportunity to “fast” and use money you might otherwise have spent on a meal or extra food
items to donate to the Millennium Development Goals, a step toward the recommended contribution of .7%
of our personal incomes which would help lift 500 million people out of extreme poverty. It is also an
excellent time to take on “helping others” in whatever way God might be calling you: working at the Food
Bank, working at your church Thrift Shop, taking Eucharist to the homebound, visiting the homebound and
those in nursing homes giving them the gift of your time that you might otherwise have been spending
watching TV or going to a movie. Perhaps you might want to help in some way promote the plight of our
starving neighbors around the globe many of whom live in fear of their lives as well as fearing that there
may not be anything to eat the next day or even clean water to drink. Being hungry, well, educated or even
safe should not be an accident of birth! Please use this Lent to pray and discern how God may be calling
you and how you might answer His call.
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LIBRARY NOTES

FOR YOUR LENTEN READING

Miracle in Dairen by Bob Slosser is
a story of a priest named Fullam

(Terry) and the miracle in St.
Paul’s Church.
In Applause of Heaven, Max

Lucado believes  that the
Beatitudes provide what we need
to discover the joy of God.

Nancy Cole in Tapestry of Life
offers devotions for the unique
woman, a chance to rejuvenate
and invigorate the way she
approaches the daily events and
emotions of her life.

Inside One-Minute Business-
man’s __ Devotional are 60
devotionals for success,

beginning with Scripture and
ending with an action-prayer,
plus much more. Included is a
complete program for reading
the Bible in one year!

A great way to add useful The
Ministry of Cheerfulness tells us
how the healing power of joy can
change the world around us.

The Diocesan and Dio-Logue

For the young folk
parents, too!)

(and

Once Upon a Parable gives

sixteen timeless pictures Jesus
drew with His words for those
open hearts.

The Adam Raccoon series also
deals with parables.

The Diocesan is the newspaper of the Diocese of Florida and is sent to all congregants in
the diocese. Currently we have approximately 14,000 names and addresses on The
Diocesan mailing list and there are generally 10 issues a year. If you are not receiving
The Diocesan and would like to receive this newspaper, please contact your parish office
and ask to be put on the mailing list. If you have any questions, please call 904-823-8552
or e-mail Jack Tull (tullis@bellsouth.net), Chair of the Communications Communication.

The Dio-Logue is the e-newsletter of the Diocese of Florida and is sent to all subscribed
email addresses on a weekly basis. Dio-Logue currently provides Announcements, Abuse
Prevention Info, What's New on the Diocesan Website, DCCL Course Offerings,
Employment Opportunities and a Monthly Calendar of Events. Occasionally, important
information from Bishop Howard will be sent out. If you would like to subscribe to receive
this e-newsletter, please go to the diocesan website (http://www.diocesefl.org) and look for
the Dio-Logue Subscribe/Unsubscribe box. Click and subscribe as directed. There are
currently 700+ on this e-mail list. If you have questions, please call 904-823-8552 or e-mail
Jack Tull (tulljs@bellsouth.net), Chair of the Communications Communication.
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SCHEDULE OF MINISTRIES

OFFICE 1 8 15 22 25
Chalice Bearer M,aria}nne Elzie Sanders Jean Isaac Mike Goldwire Marianne O’Neill
Lector 1 \]OUZI;HFLerkin Barbara Noegel | Linda Hopkins Susan Worthington | Judy Perkins
Lector 2 Mike Goldwire Elzie Sanders Jean Isaac Mike Goldwire Marianne O’Neill

Judy Perkin lIse Griffis Kenneth Grider Millard Brown Frank Palmer
Usher Tom Jones John Maddox Tommy Blackshear| Joe Lukas George Winkler

George and Tom and Sharon DeWitt Kenneth and llse Griffis
Oblationer Burney Winkler | Veazy Jones Jewelle Brown Jackie Grider Angie Williamson
Acolyte Jacob Slayton Alan Hopkins Emily Luke Annie Luke Jacob Slayton
Library llse Griffis Marianne O’'Neill | George Winkler Burney Winkler lIse Griffis

IF YOU CANNOT SERVE ON YOUR SUNDAY - PLEASE CALL
ANOTHER FOR YOUR REPLACEMENT

SUNDAY SCHOOL

&

During February we have been studying Jesus' ministry, his reading of Isaiah in the Temple on the Sabbath, calling
his disciples, his interaction with the children, and sending his disciples out two by two to heal and evangelize.
These lessons are designed to help the students learn that even though they're young, they can share the good
news of Christ with others through their example.

UF CHAPEL
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When we arrived at the chapel on Sunday, we were greeted by Stephanie with, "Here are my ladies," and hugs.
Stephanie is one of the students who plays Alberta the Alligator, the Gator mascot. We certainly felt welcome and not
just because we brought food, although the next thing said was, "What's the dessert?" As they were standing in the
line for the buffet table, one of the girls said, "That man in your church who makes the cakes must be a really good
man." We told her that indeed he was, as was the lady who fixed the beans, the one who made the salad, the one
who fixed the potato casseroles, and the ones who contribute monetarily.
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CUB SCOUT PACK # 367 Annual Blue & Gold Banquet

Cubmaster Alan Greenough welcomes
welcomes 60 scouts, family & friends.

A proud son and father,
Jackson and Jason Jennings.

Hosting over 60 family and friends, Cub Scout Pack # 367
held its Blue & Gold annual awards dinner in the Parish Hall
at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Starke. Highlighting the
year by celebrating Scouting Anniversary Week, the banquet
brings together families for an evening of fun and inspiration.
The banquet also recognized Cub Scouts, pack and den
leaders, and other adults who have been instrumental in the
pack’s growth and success.

Cubmaster Alan Greenough and his wife Christina joined
with Pack Committee Chair Jesi Johns to recognize Den
Leaders Mike Newton for the Tiger Cubs, Russell Johns for
the Wolf Cubs, Christina Greenough for the Bear Cubs, Jean
Patray for the Webelo | and Donna Allen for the Webelos 1.
More than 18 Cub Scouts received numerous awards and
advancements to their next level of achievement.

SPECIAL OCCASIONS

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

1 Beverly Blackshear
9 Jennifer Luke

18 Frank Palmer

21 Delos Fry

22 Jan Fry

24 Keith Sineath

25 Isabel Johns

25 Erica Slayton

31 Jody Bray

Tim Turner, District Executive for the Cub Scouts,
offer congratulations to the pack and its leaders for
an outstanding job of helping to develop these
young scouts.

The parents and scouts expressed their sincere
appreciation to Cubmaster Alan Greenough for the
excellent job he has done in organizing and helping
to make the Pack very successful.

The annual Pinewood Derby race on Thursday,
March 21 was also announced. Each Cub Scout will
build his own Pinewood Derby race car from a small
piece of wood to race in the gravity driven race.
These events began over 50 years ago and still thrill
Cub Scouts as they compete for the fastest car.
Little has changed in the derby since 1953. During
that time an estimated 43 million sons and fathers
(mostly) have participated.

And today's generation of Cub Scouts, moms and
dads share the same fun, thrills, and rewarding
moments.

St. Marks is the charter organization for Pack #367
and helps support them in anyway possible.

Any parishioner interested in helping with the Cub
Scouts should contact Mary Agnes Goldwire (904)
964-5697.

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES

9 Rick and Gloria Johns
28 Bill and Linda Hopkins
31 Mike and Mary Agnes Goldwire
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FOOTNOTES

Cursillo

Anyone interested in learning more

about Cursillo please see Fr.
Dennis. Cursillo is a renewal
weekend  sponsored by the

Episcopal Church. Men’s Cursillo
#121 is scheduled for March 12-
15. Women’s Cursillo #121 is
scheduled for March 19-22. Joe
Lukas and Charles Dell-Ross will
be attending Cursillo in March.
Please keep these two in your
prayers as they begin their new
walk into the fourth day.

Ultreya is a monthly gathering for
Eucharist and fellow-ship after
Cursillo. One does not have to have
attended a Cursillo to go to an
Ultreya. The next Ultreya is
scheduled for March 6 at Trinity
Melrose at 7 pm. A covered dish
supper precedes the Eucharist.

Bilinqual Services:

March 28" at 6:00 PM

’s'-—-"

==

Altar Guild for March:

Judy Perkin

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Vestry Member:

Brenda Farnsworth

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Chad Farnsworth has  been
recognized district wide as Teacher of
the Year. He is the son of Brenda
Farnsworth. Chad began his career at
BMS in 2004. He has a Bachelor’s
Degree in Journalism and Tele-
communications from UF and is
currently attending UNF for his
Master's Degree in Educational
Leadership. He is a supporter of Take
Stock in Children and has worked to
improve student scores in FCAT
writing. Last year he helped create
BMS’ first student-produced online
news source, The Canesville Times.
He also coaches the boys’ basketball
team. Hats off to Chad for devoting
himself to improving and challenging
students in the classroom as well as in
the athletic arena.

SURVEY

TREASURER’S REPORT

22 pledges have been received
so far for a total amount of
$64,408.00

January Receipts 7,947.00

Expenditures: _10,226.00
Total -2,279.00

FLOWER CHART:

The 2009 Flower Chart is now in
the Narthex to sign up for altar
flowers for the coming year. The
cost is $45.00.

SANCTUARY CANDLE:

Sign up for the sanctuary candle
by calling Barbara. The cost is
$4.00.

The Vestry has been requested to bring before the church the question of the hour of Sunday morning services. We are
requesting your response to the following survey. You may tear off and return by mail or drop in the offering plate on

Sunday morning.

10:00AM for June, July and August only

No Change
10:00 AM as a permanent change
10:30 AM as a permanent change

Other

10:30 AM for June, July and August only




We Are Not Citizens of This World

Jan Karon, author of the bestselling Mitford Years novels, has been a favorite of mine since Mary Agnes introduced me to
them some 8 years ago. Over the years, | have become intimate with nearly every spot and person contained in Mitford.
“In your lively imagination, the faces of Uncle Billy and Miss Rose, George Gaynor, Hope Winchester, Miss Sadie and
Louella, Mule Skinner, Dooley, Lace, Ester Bolick are all as familiar to you as the flowers in your garden.” (The Mitford
Bedside Companion).

This is the story of a common but wonderful Episcopal Priest in North Carolina. Mary Agnes has always felt that Fr. David
Kidd in High Springs must be what Fr. Tim is like. | would highly recommend the series to you for hours of enjoyment,
inspiration and insight. | plan to quote sections from this series each month in hopes that you enjoy it as much as |.

In Jan Karon’s Patches of Godlight — Father Tim’s Favorite Quotes, she quotes from The Landisfarne, via The Anglican
Digest —

“We are not citizens of this world trying to make our way to heaven; we are citizens of heaven trying to make our way
through this world. That radical Christian insight can be life-changing. We are not to live so as to earn God'’s love, inherit
heaven, and purchase our salvation. All those are given to us as gifts; gifts bought by Jesus on the cross and handed
over to us. We are to live as God’s redeemed, as heirs of heaven, and as citizens of another land: the Kingdom of God.
We live as those who are on a journey home; a home we know will have the lights on and the door open and our Father
waiting for us when we arrive. That means in all adversity our worship of God is joyful, our life is hopeful, our future is
secure. There is nothing we can lose on earth that can rob us of the treasures God has given us and will give us.”

You are loved,

Mike Goldwire
Sr. Warden

St . Mar k'’ s Epi
P. O. Box 487
212 N. Church Street
Starke, Fl. 32091

PHONE: (904) 964-6126
FAX: (904) 964-6288

E-MAIL: stmarks03@embargmail.com

www.diocesefl.org/stmarks-starke/
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