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Father Dennis O'Neill

There are many, many ways in
which “walking the way of Christianity” calls
us to an attentiveness to both the symbols
of faith so prevalent in Anglicanism, as well
as to the signs of the time, so to speak. In a
very real sense, the very architecture of our
beautiful church building symbolizes,
captures for us, that quiet place of refuge
from the world that Jesus so often sought
out as a special place apart. Still in time
and space, yet we so often find ourselves
transformed or spiritually transported
beyond those confines. Perhaps, in our
tradition, there is no greater symbolism than
that of bread and wine as Body and Blood -
a sacred transformation of our material
presence in the world to that of a spiritual
Presence before God almighty, honoring as
we do those words of Jesus, “Whenever
you do this, do it in remembrance of me.”
And while we think of those words as clear
and self explanatory, yet we all have dear
friends and family of other persuasions in
denominational traditions which tend, in our
eyes at least, to downplay the Eucharistic
miracle to something less than a symbol of
the Real Presence of God with us.

As to signs of the times, we are
called always to see with eyes that see, and
to hear with ears that hear - to be attentive
with heart, mind, body and soul. That there
are hungry people in our midst is a sign of
the times. That there is genocide in the
world is a sign of the times. That there is
war in the four corners of the world is a sign
of the times.

SIGNS AND SYMBOLS

From one perspective, things are
no different than they've always been.
But, from our more immediate
perspective, these times are unique.
The economic mess that our own
country is in the midst of, for example,
would seem to be not only a sign of the
times but also perhaps, a result of signs
only recently lived through, that were not
attentively and intentionally taken stock
of - neither by our leaders nor by
ourselves. We find ourselves frightened
by it all, our sense of security is shaken.
We face uncertainty. Political
candidates point fingers of blame and
we too point fingers of blame. There is
a sense that ‘truth’ not only is not on the
table, but that ‘truth’ may be so totally
hidden that finding it is a futile quest.
And vyet, almost with a sense of
resignation, we say to ourselves, “but
life goes on.” And that “but life goes on”
attitude can infect us with a sense of
resignation that becomes hard to
escape from.

| truly believe that the “escape
from” a sense of resignation or
negativism is in fact an “escape to
Reality” - the Reality that is God with us;
the Reality that the God in whom we
live, and breathe and have our being is
a God who will never leave us; and the
Reality that His ways are not our ways.

The sacrament of the Eucharist
in ‘re-membrance’ of Jesus is our Divine
invitation as we ‘re-member’ Jesus, to
also ‘re-member’ our own being.
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It is a time in which God invites us to become
whole, to live into the Reality that it is truly in His image in
which we are created. The ‘Re-membering’ of Jesus is the
‘re-membering’ of ourselves - the putting back together of
ourselves. It is not something we do ourselves or for
ourselves, but rather it is something that we allow God'’s
Spirit to do in us.

What might a world look like in which Christians
the world over truly and in concert “humbled themselves
before God"? What would a world look like in which
Christians the world over truly lived into their words of
repentance, acknowledging to God Almighty our own
complicity in being creators of the signs of the times as
knowingly false signs.

border to the Palm Coast region.

What might a world look like in which Christians
the world over truly internalized the Reality we pray in
those words, “Give us this day our daily bread?” A
reality acknowledging not our own ways but His.

These kinds of questions constitute the skeletal
structure of our faith, so to speak. Putting the flesh on
the bones is left to us. Moving from and in faith to
action. Walking the talk. Living, learning and loving
together “in Christ” as we live into being His Presence to
a troubled world, and as we faithfully submit to “God in
us” as “God with us” all.

God’s Blessings,

Fa. Dennis

The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard
Bishop of Florida

The Episcopal Diocese of Florida was founded in 1838 as the entire state of Florida. Today, our
diocese consists of 25 counties in Northern Florida. Our parishes and congregations stretch from the
Apalachicola River in the western part of our diocese to the Atlantic Ocean and from the Georgia

To find out more, visit the official site of the Episcopal Diocese at www.diocesefl.org/index.php

Altar7Guild

CHRISTIAN SYMBOLS

Do you know what they are and what they mean?

CHI RHO — A Christogram, The symbol, written as a glass windows. The sale
the abbreviation of monogram, are the first two will begin immediately after
XPICTOC - Christos. letters CHI (X) and RHO (P), church in the Carlisle Hall on
These Greek letters, XP, are of the Greek word for Christ. Sunday, November 16,
familiar symbols on 2008. Proceeds will go
paraments (ornamental toward purchasing new Altar
drapery), vestments, pieces The Altar Guild will begin Vestments.

selling the ornaments made
from the removed stained

of  furniture, or other

decorative articles).
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Our most recent Diocesan ECW
meeting met up with Tropical Storm
Fay and had to be rescheduled from
its originally scheduled Saturday,
August 23, date to Thursday, August
28. Our attendance was down due to
this rescheduling; however, those that
were able to make it were treated to
an excellent talk by the Rev. Nancee
Martin-Coffey, who ministers to our
young adults at the Chapel of the
Incarnation on the University of
Florida campus in Gainesville.  She
spoke about the “BVM,” or Who
Might the Blessed Virgin Mary Be for
Us Today?" It was one of the most
interesting programs we have had at
an ECW meeting. Rev. Nancee
talked about how she had
encountered Mary in her life and
through those recollections, we found
out something about our speaker. We
were then lead in small groups to
reflect on how we had encountered
Mary in our own lives. Our speaker
then systematically led us through the
biblical mentions of Mary in the
gospels and also had many icons and
pictures of Mary from many different
eras. The meeting was declared a
“casual day,” to celebrate the end of
summer and was followed by a
delightful lunch which was a salad and
soup bar extravaganza with
something to please everyone,
including decadent desserts to tempt
your sweet tooth. Most of the
business had to do with the upcoming
Annual Meeting. We are soliciting
Honored Woman nominations for
2009 from our diocese to be honored
at the Triennial Convention. Forms
are available on the internet or ask
Marianne for additional information.

A committee of our Chaplain, the
Rev. Kammy Young, our almost new
President, Linda Baker and our
previous honoree from 2006, Susie
Washington is in place to review and
select from your nominations the next
Honored Woman to be submitted for
the Diocese of Florida.

The Annual Meeting is scheduled for
Thursday, October 23, 2008, at the
Camp Weed and Cerveny Conference
Center. Registration begins at 9am
and our annual meeting convenes
with a Eucharist which begins in
Mandi’'s Chapel at 10:00 a.m. During
the Eucharist, new Officers will be
installed. Linda Baker will be installed
as the new ECW President and
elections will be held. Roni Kelly is
the  proposed President Elect
candidate and if elected, a new
Treasurer will need to be installed.
Also, unfortunately, Jeanette Brode
has served as long as our By-Laws
allow and we will elect and install a
new UTO Coordinator. Ms. Hope
McCharan from St. George’s church in
Jacksonville is the proposed
candidate for that position. There will
be a couple of surprises during our
meeting and the rest of our business
will be conducted during lunch at Varn
Dining Hall. The letter announcing
this meeting is on the bulletin board in
the Parish Hall and at least two
delegates and two alternates from St.
Mark’s should be in attendance. We
will sign off on a proposed budget for
2009. We will usher out the old order
with a few remarks and bring in the
new and end the day with our
Resolutions (such as you might hear
at Convention!)

et Of H LW News

The incoming President’s church is
the host church at this meeting and
this year it will be St. Philips in
Jacksonville. It seems like just
yesterday that St. Mark’'s came out
early one cold Thursday morning in
2005 and set out delectable
homemade treats for a coffee hour
during registration and decorated
the Dining Hall as well. Registration
was handled with efficiency and it
was perfect in every way. Where
did the last three years go? All of
St. Mark’s has been such a huge
support these past three years that |
have learned how to put on
programs, pull things together,
survive many Board resignations
and keep on going

Without you, it would have been
very difficult indeed. So | wanted to
take this chance to say thank you,
words very insufficient for all you
mean to me. | look forward to
stepping back but remaining
involved in ECW. | think the
Diocesan ECW really serves the
smaller congregations who cannot
afford to put on large programs,
retreats or obtain speakers of the
quality we have been blessed with
these last three years. Your
financial support to the Diocesan
ECW has been as much as larger
churches and has been an example
to churches who are considering a
pledge to help the ECW meet their
outreach obligations.  Thank you,
thank you, thank you and | hope to
see you all on October 23"



| am pleased to serve as your DOK president. The Mary Magdalene Chapter of Daughters of the

King now meet every third Monday night at 5:15 for Eucharist.
We are trying to get together a training class for new DOK members.

becoming a DOK member, please let me know. Faye

Every lady is invited to attend.
If you are interested in

Please remember the food pantry. There is a real need in our area. If you can help out,
please call Applean Brown at 904-964-7955.

FALL INTO YOUR CHURCH LIBRARY

What's so funny about Fair Acres
Home? PRACTICALLY EVERY-
THING! When 85 year old Effie
Leland Wilder moved into a
retirement home, she found her
fellow residents full of spunk,
wisdom and good humor.

She began taking notes, which she
turned into two heart-warming
novels. She gives readers a behind
the scenes look at the ups and
downs of growing older and
throughout her books shares her
philosophy that, “Though much is
taken, much abides.”

The two novels take place at the
fictional Fair Acres Home in South
Carolina and features Hattie McNair,
the resident busybody. You'll meet
lots of colorful, lovable characters.
Readers of all ages will be inspired
by the characters’ humor and can-
do attitude.

LIVE LIFE TO THE FULLEST (no
matter what your age). Read an
uplifting adventure filled with grace
and humor!

OUT TO PASTURE (but not over
the hill)

And

OVER WHAT HILL (notes from the
pasture

By Effie Leland Wilder

In your Library




During September, we studied
how God created the world,
how we are made in his
image, and the story of Noah
and the ark — and we started
singing!

Hanna Johns, our musical
missionary  from  Madison
Street Baptist, comes first
thing and is absolutely
wonderful getting the kids to
sing. They've learned three
new songs, “Awesome God,”
“It Is Good,” a wonderful
catchy tune about the
creation, and story of Noah.

“Rise and Shine,” the same
tune most of us are familiar
with, but the verses tell the
story of Noah.

Beginning in October, we’ll
be studying about Abraham,
how God called him, his
relationship with his nephew
Lot, his son Isaac, and
finally Isaac and Rebecca.

The children are becoming a
little more familiar with using
their Bibles.

The first Sunday in
September, we had 15
children, and it was chaos!
Since then, we’ve tried to
adapt to the number and
ages by dividing them into
older and younger groups.

When we have a large
attendance, this seems to
work very well.

NOTE:

There will be no Sunday
school on October 5™.




OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Cursillo

Anyone interested in learning more
about Cursillo  please see Fr.

Dennis. Cursillo is a renewal
weekend  sponsored by the
Episcopal Church. The next
weekends are scheduled for
October.

Ultreya is a monthly gathering for
Eucharist and  fellow-ship after
Cursillo. One does not have to have
attended a Cursillo to go to an
Ultreya. The next Ultreya is
scheduled for October 3 at Holy
Trinity in Gainesville at 7 pm. A
covered dish supper precedes the
Eucharist.

1 - Annie Luke
1 - Mackenzi Andrews
3 - Stephanie Coleman
10 - J. J. Dyals
10 - Nolan Jennings
18 - Walter Dyals
19- Owen Greenough
19 - Sandi Sanders
20 - Carol Baldwin
23 - Angie Williamson
26 - Gloria Johns
28 - Charles Dell-Ross

Cub Scout Update:

Cub Scouts will be selling popcorn
to raise funds. Proceeds will be
divided 1/3 to the pack, 1/3 to the
council and 1/3 to help pay for
disabled boys to participate in Cub
Scout activities. If interested,
please call Alan Greenough at 904-
364-7450. Our pack has grown
from 15 to 42 boys. Meetings are
Thursdays at 7:00 at Southside
Elementary.

Vestry Member for October:

Mike Goldwire

Altar Guild for October:

Millie Winkler

Bilingual Services

October 257" at 6:30 pm.

Prayer Concern List

Please look over the Prayer
Concern List in the bulletin to see if
anyone can or should be removed.
Next month we will purge the list. If
there are any who wish to remain
on, please let Barbara know.

Glasses or Hearing Aids

Beverly Page is collecting old
glasses and hearing aids to be
given to the poor. There is a
receptacle in the Parish Hall or you
can give them directly to Beverly



The Life of St. Mark

St. Mark was a young man who grew up in a wealthy Jewish family. His father's name was Aristobulus, and his mother’s
name was Mary, and they lived in Jerusalem. At an early age, Mark came under the influence of Christianity, and his home
was often used as a meeting place for the early Christian. You remember that in the very earliest years of the Church, there
were no Church buildings like we have today. Because of persecution, and various state laws, Christians were often not
allowed to meet in public. So they couldn’t build their own buildings until around the year 250 - over 200 years after the
Church had started. And so, they would often meet in various homes out of necessity, and St. Mark’s home became one of
these. One writer of that day tells us that Mark had short, stubby fingers, and so he was nicknamed “stump-fingers”.

Mark was the “interpreter” of the Apostle Peter, and he wrote down the stories that he had heard Peter tell in his preaching
about the life and teaching of Jesus. He also wrote the first of the four Gospels that we have in the New Testament - the
Gospel According to St. Mark. Tradition has it that after the death of Peter, Mark left Rome and moved to the city of
Alexandria in Egypt, and that he was actually the first teacher of Christianity in Egypt. On April 25, in the year 68 A.D., Mark
was taken by a mob of people and dragged through the rocky streets of Alexandria until he died. He suffered much, and
died as a martyr.

Mark’s symbol in art is a Lion, usually winged. In the book of Revelation, the visionary sees about the throne of God four
winged creatures: a lion, an ox, a man, and an eagle. It has customarily been supposed that these represent the four
Gospels, or the four Evangelists (Gospel-writers). One way of matching them is to say that the man stands for Matthew,
whose narrative begins with the human genealogy of Jesus; the lion stands for Mark, whose narrative begins with John the
Baptist crying out in the desert (a lion roars in the desert); that the ox, a sacrificial animal, stands for Luke, whose narrative
begins in the Temple, and the eagle stands for John, whose narrative begins in Heaven, with the eternal Word.

Submitted by your Senior Warden

P. O. Box 487
212 N. Church Street
Starke, Fl. 32091

PHONE: (904) 964-6126
FAX: (904) 964-6288

E-MAIL: stmarksO03@embargmail.com

www.diocesefl.org/stmarks-starke/




