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Having chosen my title intentionally, 
please don’t let it be a turn off, but read on.  
A first question of course would be, “What is 
stewardship?”  I begin with the beginning 
from the Book of Genesis: 
 “So God created humankind in his 
image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them.   

God blessed them, and God said to 
them, “Be  fruitful and multiply, and fill 
the earth and subdue it; and have dominion 
over the fish and the birds and every living 
thing…”   

God said, “See, I have given you 
every plant yielding seed…, and every tree 
with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 
food.  And to every beast … and bird …, 
every thing that has the breath of life I have 
given every green plant for food.”  And it 
was so.   
God saw everything that he had made, and 
indeed, it was very good.”  (Gen. 1: 27-31) 
God gifted us with His creation – gave us, 
humankind, all that is – and placed it in our 
care on His behalf.  This gift – before “the 
fall” – is the foundation of stewardship.  We 
are given all of creation – by the Creator – 
both to meet our subsistence needs and to 
care for it on His behalf.  And, if on His 
behalf, then, to His will and purpose. 

While many, if not most of us, pay 
little attention to the calendar of the church 
year – other than perhaps realizing that 
we’re in this season or that season, as 
indicated in our Sunday bulletin inserts – it 
would do us all a lot of good to be more 
attentive 

The last Sunday of this month 
(November 30), for example, in our 
church calendar, is New Years Day – 
the first Sunday in Advent – Advent 
being that season wherein our readings 
look back to the Incarnation of God 
Almighty in human form and, at the 
same time, forward to His coming again.  
And this season also serves as a 
reminder then, that it is “in his image” 
that we are created, even as Jesus 
came incarnate – enfleshed – in our 
image – in the image of humankind. 

 How much more 
seriously might we take our stewardship 
obligations – of God’s creation, of God’s 
Church, of our nation and community – 
if we would more intentionally think 
outside the box of our own immediate 
needs and concerns?  How much more 
seriously might we take our stewardship 
obligations if we consider that it is as 
God’s specially and uniquely created 
agents – in His image – that we are to 
care for that creation and one another?  
How much more seriously might we take 
our stewardship obligations if we 
consider that all that we have is “gifted” 
to us to be put to use to His will and 
purpose? 

 
 

God’s Blessings, 
 

Fa. Dennis 
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   As Ruth Case Almy writes in 
her slim pamphlet “Christian 
Symbols”, their use came about 
in the young life of the Church.  
Symbols were used by early 
Christians as a means of 
expressing their beliefs, and also 
as signs by which they made 
themselves known to one 
another during the dangerous 
days of persecution. 

   Altar guild people become 
accustomed to working with 
various church symbols of wood, 
stone, glass and precious 
metals.  But what about the 
mystery of numbers and their 
use as Christian Symbols? 

  

 

 

The Rt. Rev. Samuel Johnson Howard 

Bishop of Florida 

Here is what Almy writes: 
     ONE alludes to the unity of 
God; TWO represents the two-fold 

nature of Christ, both human and 
divine; THREE suggests the Holy 
Trinity: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit; FOUR stands for the four 

gospels, the four corners of the 
earth, the winds of heaven or the 
primary elements of earth, air, fire 
and water; FIVE indicates the five 
wounds of Jesus;  SIX reminds us 
of the six days of creation; SEVEN 
is associated with perfection and 
the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit. 
Isaiah 11:2 or Revelations 5:12; 
EIGHT is the symbol of the 
beatitudes or regeneration, the 
perfect  number  plus  one,  and  is  

used widely for baptismal 
fonts; NINE recalls the nine 
fruits of The Holy Spirit as 
given in Galatians 5:22, 23; 
TEN stands for the ten 
commandments, the ten 
plagues of Egypt, the ten 
lepers healed by Jesus or the 
ten wise and foolish virgins; 
(No ELEVEN); TWELVE refers 
to the twelve tribes of Israel or 
the twelve disciples. 
   “Today,” concludes Almy, 
“symbols are used in churches 
for ornamentation that has 
spiritual significance.  Avenues 
to the soul need not be limited 
to the ear or the printed page. 

 

 

On November 16th, Bishop Howard visited St. 
Mark’s to confirming and receiving several new 
members to our family.  Pictured along with Bishop 
Howard and Father Dennis are (left to right) Cindy 
Palmer, Alan Hopkins, Jacob Slayton, Alan 
Greenough, Beverly Byerly-Page, Michael Page and 
Mary Agnes Goldwire.  Also confirmed but not 
pictured is Emily Luke.   
 
Bishop Howard stated how much he liked to visit St. 
Mark’s because of the warm welcome he always 
received. And he was impressed that the pews were 
filled.   
 

 

 
CHRISTIAN SYMBOLISM OF NUMBERS, 
THE SIGN LANGUAGE OF OUR FAITH 

 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
   

 
The Diocese of Florida Global Reconciliation Commission on the Millennium 

Development Goals 
 

I am sure that you are aware       that the Episcopal Church 
USA is committed to eradicating world poverty by the year 

2015 and that our Diocese at the 2007 Diocesan Convention 
pledged to support the MDGs by supporting one goal per 

year over the next eight years.  Are you aware that we are 
wrapping up Goal # 2, Achieve Universal Primary Education?  

Have you been to the MDG section of the Diocesan webpage? 

You can look back and see what some of the recommended 
programs were that the Diocese gave their  .7 share 

($36,151) of the Diocesan budget to Goal # 1 in 2007 and also 
what has been recommended for Goal # 2 in 2008.  

I think we can be proud that the Episcopal Church has stepped up 
to this call.  We can also be proud that St. Mark’s Episcopal 
Church has also stepped up to the call and has already 

contributed .7 % of their budget to Goal # 2 for 2008. 

In my new role as the Santa Fe Regional Representative to the Global Reconcilation 

Commission, it is my resonsbility to provide educational or study materials to consider these 
goals on an on-going basis both as a congregation and on an individual basis and also to ask 

you to report your donations through the Diocesan website.  Advent might be a great time to 
read or form a study group to reflect on these recommended books: 1.  What Can One Person 
Do by Sabina Alkire and Edmund Newell. This book is considered the best primer on the MDGs 

and is a great mix of information, stories, statistics, prayers, resources, practical ideas and 
discussion questions perfect for individual or group study.  2. The End of Poverty: Economic 

Possibilities for Our Time by Jeffrey Sachs.  Economist Jeffrey Sachs outlines the various issues 
that contribute to the poverty trap of the one billion people that live on less than $1 a day as 
well as some cheap and easy solutions to address the problem.  3.  There Shall Be No Poor 

Among You / Poverty in the Bible by Leslie J. Hoppe. Hoppe shows how the Bible can help 
individual believers and communities of faith shape their response to the poor and poverty 

today. If you need any additional resources, email me at iluvecw@comcast.net. 

 If you were in church on November 23rd, then you know that the gospel lesson for 

Sunday, Matthew 25:35 speaks strongly to our responsibility to share our resources and to 
provide food, water, shelter and welcome to our fellow human beings around the globe for 
“Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.”  

As Bishop Howard says, “I don’t think we are going to be asked any theological questions when 
we arrive at the heavenly gates, but we may  be asked how we loved our neighbors.”  Please 

make it your personal goal to consider your response to this issue during this Advent season.  
Your Diocese and Church have already responded.  Perhaps Jesus is now asking you, “Will you 

give your share by donating .7% of your income?”  
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Two from Galilee:  
    A Love Story of Mary and Joseph by  
    Marjorie Holmes  
The Kingdom of God is a Party: God’s  
    Radical Plan for his Family by Tony Campolo 
A Closer Walk by Catherine Marshall 
Mere Christianity by C. S. Lewis 
A Christmas Longing by Joni Tada 
Journeys to Bethlehem: The Story of the First  
    Christmas by Dorothy VanWoerkom 
Miracle in Darien: The Story of a Priest named  
    Fullam by Bob Slosser 
 
Audio Tape #93: Four Advent Sermons by  
    Gil Crosby 
Many issues of periodicals, Guideposts and 
Weavings 

For Kids       
Alabaster’s Song: Christmas through the  
   Eyes of an Angel by Max Lucado 
The Shepherd Boy’s Christmas: by Iguchi 
The First Christmas by Edward Finnegan 
The Crippled Lamb by Max Lucado 
The Shepherd’s Story by Halcyon Backhouse 
The Jesus Tree by Annetta Dellinger 
One Wintry Night by Ruth Graham 
 
And many others. . . . . . . . . 
 
Perplexed over a gift?  Consider an 
inspirational BOOK!! 

LIBRARY NOTES 

FOOD PANTRY 
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     The Daughters of the King and the ECW are planning another Advent Walk and tour of 
St. Mark’s on Saturday, December 13th, from one until four o’clock.  This will be two hours 
before the Starke Christmas parade begins and about half an hour after it passes the 
corner of Call and Church Streets.   
     Instead of having this on Sunday as we did last year, it was thought we might have a 
bigger attendance by coordinating it with the parade.   
     We invite anyone willing to share their nativity set or sets to bring them to the church on 
Friday, December 12th, after ten o’clock.  We have the histories of the nativities displayed 
last year, but if you’re bringing a new set, we’d appreciate a note about where it was 
purchased and what attracted you to it. 

  

    Sincere thanks to all our wonderful parishioners for their generous donations to our food pantry in 
memory of Minou.  We have approximately 1,500 pounds of food donated; not counting the money that 
was donated to purchase food.    

    I know Minou would be very proud and thankful to her Church family. 
  

   Sincerely, 
                            Applean 
  

 

THIS CHRISTMAS, INVITE THE CHOSEN MESSENGER OF GOD INTO YOUR LIFE 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

OFFICE  7 14 21 24 28 

Chalice  

    Bearer 

 
Marianne O’Neill 

 
Elzie Sanders 

 
Jean Isaac 

 
Mike Goldwire 

 
Marianne O’Neill 

Lector 1 

Lector 2 

Randy Johns 

Marianne O’Neill 

Judy Perkin 

Elzie Sanders 

Barbara Noegel 

Jean Isaac 

Susan Worthington 

Mike Goldwire 

Barbara Noegel 

Marianne O’Neill 

 
Usher 

Ilse Griffis 

Arthur Winkler 

Tommy Blackshear 

Judy Perkin 

Frank Palmer 

Kenneth Grider 

Millard Brown 

George Winkler 

Arthur Winkler 

John Maddox 

 
Oblationer 

George and 

Burney Winkler 

Millard and 

Applean Brown 

Arthur and 

Millie Winkler 

Kenneth and 

Jackie Grider 

Sharon DeWitt 

Jewelle Brown 

Acolyte Jacob Slayton Alan Hopkins Emily Luke Jacob, Alan & Emily Alan Hopkins 

Library Ilse Griffis Marianne O’Neill George Winkler  Burney Winkler 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

SCHEDULE OF MINISTRIES 

 2 Elijio Torres 

    3 Randy Johns 

12 Michael Page 

13 Derek Smock 

20 Heather Reynolds 

  21  Angel Rosado 

 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

   We have completed our study of 
Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Rebecca, 
Esau, Jacob, and Rachel, and will 
begin a new curriculum on the first 
Sunday in Advent.   
   One of the most successful 
lessons was learning about Jacob 
tricking Esau out of his birthright 
and what a birthright is by using 
Monopoly money.  All the girls had 
to give all their money to the boys 
since in Bible times women 
couldn’t own property.  This 
caused a good bit of complaining 
from the girls.   

   Then all the boys had to give 
David and Dylan, who 
happened to be the oldest 
students in the class that 
Sunday, all their money, and 
then poor Dylan had to give all 
but a dollar to David. 
   We joined the rest of the 
congregation in seeing three of 
our class, Jacob Slayton, Alan 
Hopkins, and Emily Luke, 
being confirmed on November 
16th.  Congratulations to Jacob, 
Alan, and Emily. 
 

   The Sunday school 
Christmas party and program 
will be held right after church 
on December 21st.  Some of 
the students will have 
speaking parts, which will be 
sent home with them on 
November 30th.   Any help 
from parents or grandparents 
in encouraging them to learn 
their parts (not memorize 
them, just be able to read 
them) will be greatly 
appreciated. 
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$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$  

                                                         
 

TREASURER’S REPORT $ 

                                         
Annual Budget            $108,480 
  
Contributions to date       71,160 
Richard Trust to date       14,613 
Bank Interest                          89 
Misc Income                         142 
  
        Total to date            86,004 
  
Expenses to date          $ 95,478 
  
Current deficit                  $9.474 
 

                                       
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

Please note the deficit and check 
your pledges as December is 
here and time is short.  Thank 
you. 

Ultreya is a monthly gathering 

for Eucharist and fellow-
ship after Cursillo.  One does not 
have to have attended a Cursillo 
to go to an Ultreya.  The next 
Ultreya is scheduled for 
December 5th at St. Joseph’s in 
Newberry at 7 pm.  A covered 

dish supper precedes the 
Eucharist.  If you need a ride, 
please call the office. 
 

Stained Glass Ornaments: 
Only three ornaments remain.  
Over $1200.00 was received in 
sales.  This money will go toward 
the purchase of new Altar 
hangings, linens and chasuble.   
 

Christmas Party: 
December 21st – Please bring 
finger foods. 
 

Office Closed: 
The office will be closed 
December 24, 29, 30 and 31. 
 

 

Vestry/Wardens Conference 
A meeting has been scheduled 
for January 16th and 17th at 
Camp Weed.   
Watch for more information. 
 
 

Vestry for December: 
 

George Winkler 
 

Altar Guild for December: 
 

Judy Perkin and  
Burney Winkler 
 

Note from the Editor:  A special 

thank you to all who have helped 

to put this newsletter together.  

This has been a group project 

that could not have accomplished 

without the help of all of you.  If 

there has been any success, it is 

because of you, and I sincerely 

thank you!!! 

FOOTNOTES: 

 

UF CHAPEL SUPPERS 

       

   

   On November 23rd we traveled to Gainesville with a chili supper for the students at the Chapel of the 
Incarnation.  Luckily, the weather cooperated and the chili and salad were a great success.  As always, 
everyone was so welcoming and appreciative.       
   After supper we attended a wonderful, spirited worship service during which we heard a marvelous 
message from Sue Carmichael and a beautiful hymn written by Garcia, one of the members of the 
chapel praise band.  We then returned to Chapel House for a delicious pumpkin roll dessert and spiced 
pecans sent by Lucille and Gene Noegel along with chewies from Barbara Noegel.  Many thanks to 
Marianne O’Neill, Sandi Sanders, Lucille and Gene, and Barbara. 
   Just a note, if you ever find yourself worrying about the future of our church or feel your faith flagging, 
just drive 27 miles to Gainesville any Sunday night and attend worship with the students.  It’s an 
absolute cure-all. 



 
 
 

 Luke 12:13-31.  

So it with those who store up treasurers for themselves but are not rich toward God. 
 
How often have you interrupted a preacher during a sermon?  Probably never.  In today’s story, a 
man interrupts Jesus while he is still preaching.  Perhaps Jesus sniffed greed behind the man’s 
question as he responded with a parable about the right attitude to riches. 
 
 Advertisers try to convince us that good food, comfortable homes fitted with all modern 
conveniences, a healthy bank balance, and no financial worries are the stuff of which the good 
life is made.  Jesus, who came that we may “have life and have it abundantly” (John 10:10), 
warns that an abundance of possessions cannot secure for us this abundant life. 
 
 Yet there is no condemnation of riches.  It is not because of riches that the man in the 
parable is labeled a fool, but because wealth, rather than God, took first place in his life.  The rich 
man’s barns overflowed with perishable grain, but he was spiritually bankrupt, for he had failed 
to store up imperishable riches in heaven by wise and generous use of his wealth. 
 
 God’s concern is not ownership (what we have) but stewardship (what we do with what we 
have).  To be truly rich, be rich towards God.  
 
 

Submitted by your Sr. Warden 
George Winkler 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“To catch the reader’s 

attention, place an 

interesting sentence or 

quote from the story 

here.” 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church 

 
P. O. Box 487 

212 N. Church Street 
Starke, Fl. 32091 

 
 

PHONE: (904) 964-6126 
FAX: (904) 964-6288 

 
 

E-MAIL: stmarks03@embarqmail.com 
 

www.diocesefl.org/stmarks-starke/ 
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